
The Structure of Parliament 
 

  Lower House- Federal Parliament  
  The House of Representatives is the ‘peoples house’, providing equal representation for 

the people of Australia.  Divided into electorates (where we go to vote) - about 150 with roughly equal number of voters, each who elects a representative.  The PM is traditionally a member of Lower House.  
Upper House- Federal Parliament  
The Senate is the ‘States House’; it protects the rights of the States.  There is an equal number of Senators from each State (12) in order to protect interests of the less populous States.  2 Senators each represent territories.  The upper house oversees the Lower House to give all states the opportunity to oppose 

any biased legislation.  The Parliamentary Process 
Parliament in Operation 
A bill that has successfully passed by 
both Houses is not law until receives the 
Royal Assent of the Crown Representative. (Governor General) 

   The Act will commence:  From date specified in the Act  A date to be fixed by proclamation 
or  If the Act doesn’t say when it starts: o From the date of Royal Assent (State Acts) or o 28 days after Royal Assent 
(Federal Acts)  

  In relation to Federal Parliament, Section 57 states that:  if the Upper House fails to pass a Bill passed by the Lower House, and  after three months the Bill is once again passed by Lower House and rejected by the 
Upper House, then the Governor-General is empowered to dissolve both Houses, known as double 

dissolution 
 Double Dissolution- The Governor-General dissolves both the Senate and the House of Representatives at the same time, meaning every seat in both chambers is contested.  

Proposal Drafting of Bill

Lower House
1st Reading, 2nd Reading and 3rd Reading before moving up

Upper House
1st Reading, 2nd Reading and 3rd Reading before moving up

Royal Assent
goes to Governor General if Federal

Governor if State
Commencement


