
CRIM1000 Notes: 

Lecture 1 - Introduction: 
 What is Criminology? 

o ‘The body of knowledge regarding delinquency and crime as social 
phenomena.  It includes within its scope the processes of making laws, of 
breaking laws, and of reaction toward the breaking of laws.’ (Sutherland and 
Cressey, 1974, p. 3) 

 Two ways of looking at crime: 
o An empirical focus – What is it? How common is it? Where does it happen? 
o A theoretical focus – Who does it? Why? 

 Organizing crime theories: 
1. Historical shifts: 

 Changing idea of crime 

 Demonology (< 18th C): Religion and sinner rather than 
criminals, harsh and physical punishment,  

 Modern era (17th-18th C): Industrialisation/urbanisation, 
political changes, scientific discovery, humans are self-

interested and rational so crime is product of free will.   

 Positivism: 19th Century – Now: Criminal behaviour is 
determined, science can identify causes of crime, identifiable 
and measurable, criminal actors not acts, implications of 
response.  

 Postmodern era, post war: Crime is socially constructed, why 
some groups are criminals and not others, who has power and 
who doesn’t.  

2. Complexity:  

 Single factor (19th-early 20th C)  

 Multiple actors (1930s-1950)  

 Reduced to single discipline (1940s-now) 

 Integrated and inter-disciplinary approach (1990-present) 

3. Levels of explanation: 
1. Individual level theories 

2. Social process theories  
3. Social structural theories 

4. Definitions of crime 
1. Consensus Perspectives:  

 Assumes agreement in society about appropriate ways to 
behave.  

 Crime is a violation of a collectively agreed upon norm. 

 Violations of these ‘norms’ (crimes) are justifiably punished on 

behalf of the collective (i.e., us).  
2. Conflict perspectives 

 There is group or class struggle.  

 The most powerful groups get to define.  



 Punishment reflects the interests of the powerful groups.  

Lecture 2 - Measuring and Defining Crime: 
Defining Crime and Deviance: 

 What is deviance? 

o Deviance is “…the behaviour that violates the normative rules, 
understandings or expectations of social systems”  (Cohen 1968, p.148) 

 Categories of social norms: 
o Folkways—non-binding social conventions (less deviant) 

o Mores—strong conviction about right and wrong  
o Taboo—prohibition of socially offensive acts 

o Laws—strongest norms, written formal decree (more deviant) 
 What is crime? 

o Defined by state, proscribed by criminal law, subject to sanction. 
o Sources of law include; Queensland: Criminal Code Act 1899 (Qld), Covers 

most crimes, Other Acts cover some areas of criminal law, Enforced by 
Queensland Police Service (QPS)  

o Legalist perspective: Crime is a behaviour that violates criminal codes and 
statutes. 

o Political perspective: Crime is a socially constructed behaviour.  
o Psychological Perspective: Crime is a maladaptive behaviour.  

o Sociological perspective: Crime is behaviour that threatens social order. 

 The act and the intent: 
o Act (or omission) & intent must be present to constitute a crime 

 Actus reus – conduct that caused the crime 
 Mens rea – prescribed state of mind 

 Legal personhood – all adults have the necessary mental capacity to make 
judgements and take responsibility for actions. BUT, children under 10, under 14 
(rebuttable) doli incapax – incapable of committing a criminal act. 

Measuring Crime: 

 Why Measure Crime? 
o Understand the nature & extent of crime in society. 

o Track crime trends & newly emerging crime problems. 
o Evaluate policies & spending aimed at controlling and preventing crime. 

o Evaluate theories of crime/criminal behaviour. 
o Assess the limitations/inaccuracies of crime statistics. 

 Data Sources: 
o Administrative data — “Official Statistics” (or recorded crime) 

o Data recorded by police, courts, corrections and other criminal justice 
agencies e.g., recorded crime rates, arrest rates, conviction rates, 

imprisonment rates.  
o Benefits include;  

 Coverage – generally a census of reported incidents  

 Possibility of comparing across jurisdictions and over time 
(caveats). 

 A measure of system operational functioning and cost.  



 A measure of system impact on society.  
 Possible to apply rates for improved comparison. 

o Limitations; 

 Undercounting: Requires (1) recognition, (2) reporting & (3) 
recording.  

 Jurisdictional differences: E.g., recording & counting 
procedures.  

 Changing legal & social conditions: E.g., mandatory reporting 
laws, legislation for stalking. 

 Seasonal variation 
o Self-report studies 

o We ask you to tell us about your offending:  
 Self-reported crime & delinquency surveys 

o E.g., National Drugs Strategy Survey, Drug Use 
Monitoring in Australia (DUMA) 

 We learn: Most people participate in some forms of 
crime/delinquency but offending is trivial; Few offenders 

responsible for many; Gets at some victimless crimes (drug 
use); Better understanding of causes of offending. 

o We ask you to tell us about your victimisation:  

 Victimisation surveys 

 E.g., Crime & Safety Survey 
 We Learn: Vast majority of people are not victimized, but 

there are greater levels of crime than reported by official 
statistics; Gain an understanding of when and why people 

report to the police; Better understanding of causes and 
consequences of victimisation. 

 face-to-face, telephone (CATI), self-complete, internet, focus-groups 

 Can ask about the victim, the offence, the offender, and other 
‘correlates’ that might help to explain the offence.  

 Crime Funnel: 
o Fewer crimes are detected and punished by the criminal justice system than 

the number actually committed.  
 

 
 The ‘Dark Figure’: 

o Hidden crimes not reported or discovered in official data. 

 

Actual offences (1,000)

Reported to police (410)

Recorded by police (287)

Charged/summoned (37) 

Proceed against at court (21)

Found guilty (15) 

Prison (4)


