
TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS 
CHAPTER 15 (Lecture week 6) 
1, What are the biological components of human sexuality? Why do sociologists see most 
sexual behaviour as learned rather than innate? 
Sexuality has long been considered a highly personal subject. Until recently, much of what is 
knows about sexuality came from biologists, medical researchers and ‘sexolobiologists’, and 
scholars have looked to the animal world for clues about the sexual behaviour of humans. It 
is clear that the female anatomy differs from that of males and that there has been a biological 
imperative to reproduce or the human species would have become extinct. 
 Sociobiologist such as David Barash have argued that there is an evolutionary 
explanation for the widely reported sexual promiscuity of males. Men produce millions of 
sperm during a lifetime and can be seen as biologically disposed to impregnate as many 
women as possible. However, women produce only a few hundred eggs over a lifetime and 
have to carry the fetus within their body for 9 months, which they focus more on emotional 
commitment and are not as sexually promiscuous. The biological core of males and females 
drives their different sexual behaviour in societies.  
 However, many scholars are dismissive of such an evolutionary approach. Steven 
Rose notes that, unlike most animals, ‘The human infant is born with relatively few of its 
neural pathways already committed’, illustrating that human behaviour is shaped more by the 
environment than by genetically programmed instincts. Similarly, Norbert Elias argues that 
the human capacity to learn is an evolutionary development, but, in humans, learned 
behaviour has become more significant that non-learned behaviour. The consequences is that 
humans not only can learn more than other species, they must learn more in order to 
participate successfully in increasingly diverse and complex societies. Biological evolution is 
overlain with social development in human societies, and all attempts to explain the latter by 
reference to the former are bound to remain inadequate. 
 Sexual orientation concerns the direction of one’s sexual or romantic attraction. The 
term ‘sexual preference’ can be misleading if it implies that one’s sexual or romantic 
attraction is entirely a matter of personal choice. However, sexual orientation in all cultures 
results from the complex interplay of biological and social factors which are not yet fully 
understood, and it may be better to think of sexuality as involving, to varying degrees, both 
orientation and preference. 

2, ‘Same-sex relations exist in all cultures and in recent years attitudes toward gay men and 
lesbians have become more relaxed’. What evidence is there in support of this statement? 
3, Sociologists have distinguished between sex and gender. Explain this distinction. How 
satisfactory is it? 
4, What is gender socialization? How are gender roles linked to male and female identities 
and norms of masculinity and femininity? 
One important approach to the study of gender differences is known as gender socialization 
– the learning of gender roles with the help of social agencies such as the family, state and 
mass media. This approach distinguishes biological sex from social gender – an infant is born 
with the first but develops the second. Through contact with various agencies of socialization, 
both primary and secondary, children gradually internalize the social norms and expectations 
that, according to dominant ideas, correspond to their sex. Gender differences are not 
biologically determined but culturally produced. On this view, gender inequalities are 
reproduced into different roles. 
 Theories of gender socialization see boys and girls learning ‘sex roles’ and the male 



and female identities – involving masculinity and femininity – that company them. They are 
guided in this process by positive and negative sanctions, socially applied forces which 
reward or restrain behaviour. For example, a small boy could be positively sanctioned in his 
behaviour (‘What a brave boy you are?’) or be the recipient of negative sanction (‘Boy don’t 
play with dolls’). These positive and negative reinforcements aid boys and girls in learning 
and conforming to socially expected sex roles. 

5, ‘Sex and gender are both socially constructed and can be shaped and altered in various 
ways’. With examples, explain the consequences for our view of men and women’s 
identities. 
Rather than seeing sex as biologically determined and gender as learned, many sociologists 
now argue that we should view both sext and gender as socially constructed. Not only is 
gender is a social creation that lacks a fixed ‘essence’, but the human body itself is subject to 
individual choice and social forces which shape and alter it in various ways. People can give 
their bodies meaning which challenge what is usually thought of as ‘natural’. People choose 
to construct and reconstruct their bodies using exercise, dieting and piercing, all the way to 
plastic surgery and sex-change operations. Medical and technological interventions blur the 
boundaries of the physical body, thus the human body itself is subject to quiet radical 
changes. However, these apparently ‘free’ individual choices are also linked to wider social 
norms of the ideal body size and shape, social trends, and commercial pressures associated 
with marketing and the fashion industry. 

- Masculinity are characterized by physical strength and ‘tough’ attitudes 

6,	Mainstream	feminist	approaches	all	reject	the	idea	that	gender	inequality	is	somehow	
‘natural’.	What	are	the	main	differences	between	liberal	feminism,	socialist	feminism	and	
radical	feminism?	How	do	these	three	positions	make	use	of	the	concept	of	patriarchy?	
In	Gender	and	Power,	The	Men	and	the	Boys	and	Masculinities,	Raewyn	Connel	set	out	one	
of	the	most	complete	theoretical	accounts	of	gender,	which	has	become	something	of	a	
‘modern	classic’.	Her	approach	has	been	particularly	influential	because	she	integrates	the	
concepts	of	patriarchy	(the	socially	organized	dominance	of	men	over	women)	and	
masculinity	into	an	overarching	theory	of	gender	relations.	According	to	Connel,	
masculinities	are	a	critical	part	of	the	gender	order	and	cannot	be	understood	separately	
from	it,	or	from	the	femininities	which	accompany	them.	
		 Connell	is	concerned	with	how	the	social	power	held	by	men	creates	and	sustains	
gender	inequalities.	She	stresses	that	empirical	evidence	on	gender	inequality	is	not	simply	
a	‘shapeless	heap	of	data’,	but	reveals	the	basis	of	an	‘organized	field	of	human	practice	and	
social	relations’	through	which	women	are	kept	in	subordinate	positions	to	men.	
		 Connel	puts	forward	three	aspects	which	interact	to	form	a	society’s	gender	order	–	
patterns	of	power	relations	between	masculinities	and	femininities	that	are	widespread	
throughout	society	–	namely,	labour,	power	and	cathexis	(personal/sexual	relationships).	
These	three	realms	are	distinct	but	interrelated	part	of	society	that	work	together	and	
change	in	relation	to	each	one	other.	They represent the main sites in which gender relations 
are constituted and constrained. Labour refers to the sexual division of labour both within the 
home (such as domestic responsibilities and childcare) and in the labour market (issues like 
occupational segregation and unequal pay). Power operates through social relations such as 
authority, violence and ideology in institutions, the state, the military and domestic life. 
Cathexis concerns dynamics within intimate, emotional and personal relationships, including 
marriage, sexuality and childrearing.  



Gender relations, as they are enacted in these three areas of society, are structured on 
a societal level in a particular gender order. Connell uses the term gender regime to refer to 
the play of gender relations in smaller settings, such as a specific institution. Thus, a family, a 
neighbourhood and a state all have their own gender regimes 
7, What is meant by intersectionality within black feminist perspectives? Provide some 
examples.	
Do the versions of feminism outlined above apply equally to the experiences of both white 
and non-white women? Many black feminists, and feminists from developing countries, 
claim they do not. They argue that ethnic divisions among women are not considered by the 
main feminist schools of thought, which are oriented to the dilemmas of white, 
predominantly middle-class women living in industrialized societies. It is not valid, they 
claim, to generalize theories about women's subordination as a whole from the experience of 
a specific group of women. Moreover, the very idea that there is a 'unified' form of gender 
oppression that is experienced equally by all women is problematic. 
 Some black feminists hold that the strength of black feminist theory is its inherent 
intersectionality. Patricia Hill Collins describes intersectionality as ‘particular forms of 
intersecting oppressions, for example, intersections of race and gender, or of sexuality and 
nation’. Intersectionality can also be seen as a methodology, bringing into focus the interplay 
between race, class, gender, disability, and so on, which aims to generate more 
comprehensive and valid accounts of differently positioned women’s divergent experience. 
Black women may then be seen as multiply disadvantaged, on the basis of their colour, 
gender and social class position. When these three factors interact, they may reinforce and 
intensify one another. 
 
Intersectionality - The concept already existed but she put a name to it. The textbook 
definition states: The view that women experience oppression in varying configurations and 
in varying degrees of intensity. 
 
8,	Why	are	postmodern	feminism	and	queer	theory	seen	as	radically	different	from	all	
earlier	theories	of	gender	and	gender	inequality?	
Like	black	feminism,	postmodern	feminism	challenges	the	idea	that	there	is	a	unitary	basis	
of	identity	and	experience	shared	by	all	women.	This	strand	draws	on	the	cultural	
phenomenon	of	postmodernism	in	the	arts,	architecture,	philosophy	and	economics	which	
has	its	roots	in	the	ideas	of	Jean-Francois	Lyotard,	Jacques	Derrida	and	Jacques	Lacan.	
Postmodern	feminists	reject	the	claim	that	there	is	a	grand	or	overarching	theory	that	can	
explain	the	position	of	women	in	society,	or,	indeed,	that	there	is	a	universal	category	of	
‘women’.	Consequently,	they	reject	other	theories	of	gender	inequalities	based	on	
patriarchy,	race	or	class	as	‘essentialist’.	
	 Instead,	postmodernism	encourages	the	acceptances	of	many	different	standpoints	
as	equally	valid.	Rather	than	an	essential	core	to	womanhood,	there	are	many	individuals	
and	groups,	al	of	whom	have	very	different	experiences	(heterosexuals,	lesbians,	black	
women,	working-class	women,	and	more).	This	‘otherness’	of	different	groups	and	
individuals	is	celebrated	in	all	its	diverse	forms,	and	the	emphasis	on	the	positive	side	of	
‘otherness’	is	a	major	theme in postmodern feminism, and symbolizes plurality, diversity, 
difference and openness: there are many truths, roles and constructions of reality. Hence, the 
recognition of difference (of sexuality, age and race, for example) is central to postmodern 
feminism. As well as the recognition of difference between groups and individuals, 
postmodern femini sts have stressed the importance of 'deconstruction'. In particular, they 
have sought to deconstruct male language and a masculine view of the world. In its place, 



postmodern feminists have attempted to create fluid, open terms and language whichmore 
closely reflect  women's experiences. For many postmodern feminists, men see the world in 
terms of pairs or binary distinctions ('good versus bad', 'right versus wrong', 'beautiful versus 
ugly', for example). Men, they argue, have cast the male as norma\' and female as a deviation 
from it. The founder of modern psychiatry Sigmund Freud, for example, saw women as men 
who lacked a penis and argued that they envied males for possessing one. In this masculine 
worldview, the female is always cast in the role of the 'other'. Deconstruction involves 
attacking binary concepts and recasting their opposites in a new and positive manner. 
 
The idea that, theoretically, it is possible to separate gender from sexuality altogether marks 
the starting point for queer theory, which breaks with many conventional sociological ideas 
on identity. Queer theory is heavily influenced by poststructuralist thought, particularly that 
associated with Judith Butler and Michel Foucault. In particular, queer theorists challenge the 
very concept of ‘identity’ as something that is relatively fixed or assigned to people by 
socializing agents. Drawing on Foucault, queer theorists argue that gender and sexuality, 
along with all of the other terms that come with these concepts, constitute a specific discourse 
rather than referring to something objectively real or ‘natural’ 
 Queer theorists are also interested in all forms of unconventional sexuality – 
prostitution, bisexuality, transgender, and so on – many of which are ‘heterosexual’ rather 
than, or as well as, ‘homosexual’. In this way, queer theory can be viewed as a radical social 
constructionism that explores the process of identity creation and re-creation insofar as this 
relates to human sexuality and gender. 

9, In your own words, describe and explain Connell’s theory of the gender order. What 
evidence is there that this order is changing? 
Although Connell’s account sees a clearly organized gender hierarchy, she rejects the view 
that gender relations are fixed or static. On the contrary, they are the outcome of an ongoing 
process and are therefore open to challenge and change. Connell sees the gender order in 
dynamic terms. If sex and gender are socially constructed, then it must be possible for people 
to change their gender orientation. 

10, What is ‘sex work’? Discuss the debate within feminism on whether it should be accepted 
as a form of work or challenged as exploitative of woman. 
In parts of the developing world, feminism means working to alleviate absolute poverty and 
to change traditional male attitudes, which favour large families and oppose contraception, 
while, in the developed countries, it means continuing campaigns for equality in employment, 
adequate childcare provision and the ending of male violence toward women. One area which 
connects the concerns of women’s movements in the global South and the North is the 
exploitation of women, particularly young women, in the global sex industry. 
 - Sex tourism exists in several areas of the world. Some still remain, particularly in 
the Philippines, catering to regular shipments of tourists as well as to the military stationed in 
the region. 
 - Today, packaged tours oriented towards prostitution draw men to these areas from 
Europe, the United States and Japan, often in search of sex with minors. 
 

- International human trafficking, mostly of women and girls, has become a much 
more significant issue in recent years. For example, the trafficking of women into 
Western Europe to become prostitutes and sex workers is expanding rapidly. 



Prostitution can be defined as the granting of sexual favours for monetary gain. The word 
‘prostitute’ began to come into common usage in the late eighteenth century. A key aspect of 
modern prostitution is that women and their clients are generally unknown to one another. 

Today, prostitution is more widely seen by sociologists as just one form of sex work. Sex 
work can be defined as the provision of sexual services in a financial exchange between 
consenting adults, though, of course, children (and adults) have historically been – and still 
are – forced into sex work. 

11, What are the main differences between second- and third – wave feminism? Does the 
third wave represent post-feminism or a reinvigoration of feminism? 
First-wave feminist movements arose in the context of industrialization in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. First-wave feminism sought equal access to political power by 
extending voting rights to women on the same basis as men. The first wave also involved 
campaigns for equal opportunities for women and access to all of society’s institutions, 
including higher education. Ideas and activities of the first wave continued throughout the 
first half of the twentieth century. 
 
Second-wave feminism originated within a broader movement for civil rights in the 1960s 
and 1970s, which involved students, black people’s movements, lesbian and gay movements, 
and disabled people’s movements. It focused on ideas of women’s ‘liberation’ and 
‘empowerment’. If the first-wave movement was influenced by liberal and socialist political 
ideals of equality before the law, the second wave was a more ‘radical’ movement for 
change. The idea that women as a social group were oppressed by their male-dominated, 
patriarchal society and its institutions was a radical shift. A keynote slogan for second-wave 
feminism was ‘the personal is political’ – a challenge to the common-sense notion that the 
private world of family life and domesticity was just as much a political arena as the realm of 
public policy and formal politics. 
 Second-wave feminism was closely linked to academic feminist research and 
theorizing, which produced a vibrant, activist movement that engaged in many public protests 
and demonstrations. Feminists campaigned, among many other things, against beauty 
contests, the use of (hetero)sexist language, male violence, both in the home and in 
aggressive national politics, and in favour of payment for housework as a valuable 
contribution to society 
 The second wave also gave rise to attempts to connect feminism with existing 
political positions and ideologies such as socialism, Marxism and liberalism and to find ways 
of bringing feminist issues into discourse of class exploitation, capitalism and equal legal 
rights. 
 The second wave of feminism focused on the similarities among all women, 
promoting the idea that women as a group (or a ‘class’) had much in common with one 
another, regardless of social class position, or geographical location in the world. 
 The early-second wave feminism was seen as the product mainly of white, middle-
class women with a particular view of the world which should not be illegitimately portrayed 
as universal. 

Third-wave (or ‘new’) feminism developed in a very different social context to that faced by 
second-wave feminists. Between the mid-1990s and the early twenty-first century, the world 
underwent major changes: globalization, the demise of Eastern European (‘actually-existing’) 
communism, multiculturalism, global terrorism, religious fundamentalism, the digital 
revolution in communications, the spread of the Internet, and genetic biotechnologies. A new 



generation of women was growing up in a less ordered and predictable world than the 
previous one and embraced cultural diversity ad difference 

- One recent theme is the attempt to reclaim the derogatory term used to describe 
women – such as ‘bitch’ and ‘slut’ – rather than to try to prevent their use altogether. 
Protestant made extensive use of the word ‘slut’ in their banners and badges, 
effectively reclaiming the word as representing independent women who claim the 
right to dress however they like without being sexually harassed or raped. 

Third-wave feminism is even more diverse than late second-wave forms, but it is important to 
acknowledge that many third wave feminists have grown up with the benefits of the 
achievements of the second-wave movements. In this sense, there is a line of development 
between the waves. In developed countries such as Britain, France and the USA, women’s 
movements achieved many successes over the twentieth century during the first two waves of 
insurgent social movement activity. But some have argued that these countries have now 
moved into a ‘post-feminist’ phase or that feminism is in a state of abeyance (but not 
dissolution), during which the movement maintains itself by engaging in educational and 
intellectual actions aimed at becoming firmly established within the political system. 
  However, Walby claims that these are misreadings of contemporary feminist 
activism. There are many movements and groups around the world that actively campaign to 
mainstream gender equality into government policies, even though many of them do not 
identify themselves as ‘feminist’. Because of this, they tend to be influential but relatively 
invisible compared with the spectacular direct actions of second-wave feminism. Walby 
insist that ‘Feminism is not dead. This is not a postfeminist era. Feminism is still vibrant, 
despite declarations that it is over. Feminism is success, although many gender inequalities 
remain. Feminism is taking powerful new forms, which make it unrecognizable to some’. 

Reinvigorate - give new energy or strength to. 

So third-wave feminism represents reinvigoration of feminism. 

TEXTBOOK MULTIPLE CHOICE 
QUESTIONS 
 
How many different sexual identities did Lorber (1994) classify? 
c) 10 
 
Which of the following is least likely to be directly affected by trends in globalization? 
d) prostitution 
 
Cas Wouters�s (2004) Sex and Manners is a study of changing gender relations and the 

informalization of courtship codes. Where is his research data primarily drawn 
from? 

c) manners books 
 
Which of the following does not constitute 'sex work'?  
d) belly dancing 



 
Which theoretical approach questions the very existence of identity categories, seeing 

these, rather, as products of specific discourses? 
a) queer theory 
 
R.W. Connell's theory of the gender hierarchy identifies many expressions of femininity 

and masculinity. Which one sits at the top of the hierarchy? 
d) hegemonic masculinity 
 
Which feminist perspective has patriarchy as its fundamental concept in the 

explanation of gender inequality? 
b) radical feminism 
 
Which of the following is not one of the six structures of patriarchy identified by Sylvia 

Walby (1990)?  
e) political parties 
 
Which form of feminism is most closely associated with intersectionality? 
b) Black feminism 
 
What is the central premise of strict social constructionist theories in gender studies? 
c) both sex and gender are social constructions 
 
Ken Plummer has identified four types of homosexuality in modern Western culture. 

Which one refers to settings where men engage in same-sex activity only as a 
substitute for heterosexual behaviour? 

b) situated homosexuality 
 
The Stonewall Riots were a significant event in: 
c) the gay rights movement 
 
Sociologists use the term 'sex' to refer to: 
a) anatomical and physiological difference 
 
Which one of these is not one of the three 'crisis tendencies' in the gender order 

identified by Connell? 
c) crisis of masculinity 
 
According to Parsons' functionalist approach, the sexual division of labour in the family 

should ensure that women occupy which role? 
b) expressive 
 
Which form of feminism draws on Marxist theory? 
b) socialist 
 
Which form of feminism is most committed to challenging the essentialist nature of the 

category 'woman'? 
d) postmodern 
 
The 'double standard' normally refers to the difference in social attitudes towards: 



c) male and female sexual activity 
 
Transvestism requires a change of: 
d) clothes 
 
In which century was the term 'homosexual' coined to describe a distinct type of 

person? 
c) 19th 
	


