Honours Psychological Theory Summary Notes

1. Experiments in Psych

Scientific method
* Formal investigation & experimentation
* [solate effects 2 understanding
* Analytic approach: variables studied in isolation
* Achieved by:
o Eliminating irrelevant variables
o Randomising some effects, or
o Controlling/measuring all variables present
* Intervention: identify casual powers

Abstractions
* Experiments = make statements on general principles
particular situations

* Measure is not the concept itself but an indi

thermometer marks

“Relevant facts”
e =Facts that inform us about
e Facts are irrelevant if:
o

olvéhg problem at hand
nswer become discredited eg. If study
t theory suggests existence of multiple selves

O
O
O

observation if we do not have some guidance as to what kind of
knowledge we're seeking?

* Observation need not be passive & private but can be an act of public &
practical intervention

* Observable facts are both objective & fallible



