1. Harm Offences

Bodily harm has its ordinary meaning and inciudes any hurt or injury calculated to interfere with the health or comfort of the victim.
Such hurt or injury need not be permanent, but must be more than merely transient and trifling: Donovan [1934]

Bodily harm includes recognisable psychiatric iliness, such as depressive illness and anxiety disorder, (but does not include mere
emotions such as fear or distress or panic):

Actual bodily harm

the destruction (other than in the course of @ medial procedure) of the foetus
of a pregnant woman, whether or not the woman suffers any harm, and

Grievous bodily harm s 4 Crimes Act | 900: GBH includes any permanent or serious disfiguring of the person, and
any grievous bodily disease (in which case a reference to the infliction of grievous bodily
harm includes a reference to causing a person to contact a grievous bodily disease).
Woundi "Wounding" is an injury involving the breaking or cutting of the interior layer of the skin (dermis) and the breaking of the outer layer (epidermis) is not sufficient: Smith (1837)
ounding
AR Wounding or inflicting GBH Meaning of wounding & GBH
MR Intention to inflict GBH, or Recklessness is not sufficient.
s 33 Wounding or grievous bodily harm with intent
\ Intention to resist arrest
Maximum penalty: imprisonment for 25 years. In company Maxit 14 years
AR Reckless GBH, or / Not in company Maxir 10 years
\ Reckless wounding In company Maximum: 10 years
s 35 Reckless grievous bodily harm or wounding \ Not in oy Maximum: 7 years
Reckiess as to the possibility of causing actual Not necessary to foresee GBH or wounding:
MR bodily harm: MacPherson v Brown (1975) Coulter vThe Queen (1988)
AR Inflicting GBH through act or omission

The accused's conduct must involve a great falling short of the standard of
care required of a reasonable person

s 54 Causing grievous bodily harm (negligence)

MR Objective test: Nydam [1977] The reasonable person, in the position of the accused, would have foreseen
the high risk of GBH
M penaly: 2 years The act or omission must merit criminal punishment.
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The possibility of GBH is reasonably foreseeable s 54




