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Types of Fractures 

 

→ Bowing 

● Blending of the bone 
● No crack 

→ Torus 

● Bowing with buckle (bone overlap) 

→ Green stick 

● Bone bends tearing bones apart 
- Broken cortex on one side 

● Buckling in bent side 

→ Simple 

● Closed 

→ Open (Compound) 

● Bone pierces skin 

→ Comminuted 

● Multiple fracture 

→ Avulsion (Flake fracture) 

● Ligament or tendon pulls part of bone 
● Common: Occurs at joints 
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→ Butterfly 

● Two transverse fracture that produces a fragment 

→ Impaction 

● Crushes within itself 
● Common: neck of femur 

→ Depression 

● Missing bone piece 

→ Compression 

● Squashed bone 
● Common: Vertebrae 

→ Fracture Directions 

● Transverse 
● Oblique 
● Spiral 
● Longitudinal 

Salter-Harris  

 

→ Type 1 - Straight across 
● physis (gap) is widen, distorted or displaced 

→ Type 2 - Above 
● Fracture through physis and through the metaphysis 

- Most common 

→ Type 3 - Lower 
● Fracture through physis and epiphysis 

→ Type 4 - Through both metaphysis and epiphysis 
● Facture through metaphysis, physis and epiphysis 

→ Type 5 - Erased growth plate 
● Compression of physis 

- No gap 


