
GEOS1002 Notes 
Epoch – subdivision of the geologic timescale that is longer than an age but shorter than a period; current epoch is the 
Holocene. 
 
Holocene – current epoch. 

- Encompasses the growth and impacts of the human species worldwide, including all of its written history, 
development of major civilisations, and overall significant transition toward urban living in the present. 

- Started approximately 11 700 years ago (after the last major ice age). 
 
Anthropocene – proposed epoch dating from the commencement of significant human impact on the Earth’s geology and 
ecosystems. 

- We are officially in the Holocene. 
- Characterised as the time in which the collective activities of human beings began to substantially alter Earth’s 

surface, atmosphere, oceans and biogeochemical nutrient cycling. 
- Argument is because human-kind has caused mass extinctions of plant and animal species, polluted the oceans 

and altered the atmosphere. 
 
 

1. Introduction: thinking ‘Geographically’ about our planet 

What does it mean to ‘think geographically’? This week will introduce the aims, key concepts and teaching and 
learning approach of GEOS1002. 

What is Geography? 
• Environments, places, relationships, processes, people, regions, natural, social, places etc. 
• How the Earth relates to humans/how humans relate to the Earth. 
• Interaction between the artificial and nature. 
• Constantly evolving. 
• Eratosthenes (275-194 BC) – boundaries are constantly being defined. 

Core concepts in Geography 
• Space (location) – fixed, Euclidean, immutable. 
• Place – subjective, contested, fluid. 
• Scale – spatial (over space), temporal (over time). 
• Human/environment interaction – tangible and intangible, positive and negative feedbacks, unpredictability 

and non-linearity. 
 

1) What is a ‘geographical issue’? 
- “What is distinctive about the study of geography is not so much the phenomena that are studied as the 

way they are approached” – Knox and Marston 2010. 
2) Things have ‘geographies’ 

- Lee Jeans – cotton from West Africa, denim dyed in Milan using German indigo, zipper made in Japan etc. 
- Web of materials and infrastructures and materials from all around the world. 

3) Space and place are important 
- Things do not exist in a vacuum – they exist in specific locations (spaces), shaped by physical, social and 

political phenomena (places). 
4) The natural and the social 



- “One of the greatest of all gaps lies between the natural sciences and the study of humanity. It is the 
duty of the geographer to build one bridge over an abyss which in the opinion of many is upsetting the 
equilibrium of our culture” Mackinder 1887. 

- “One might argue…that geographers have a moral obligation to sustain integration of their subject, 
given threats to sustainability that are invariably about indissoluble connections between humans and 
the earth on which they live.” 

The history of Geography 
• 17th – 18th C: ‘natural philosophy’, 

exploration and imperialism. 
• Immanuel Kant – founding father – 

physical description of the Earth 
exclusively over space (no temporal 
dimension). 

o Physical and human geography as 
complementary sub-disciplines. 

• Developed distinctive professional 
identity in academy in second half of 19th 
C. 

• Prior to 1884, Geography not recognised as credible academic discipline with no formal intellectual 
community, efforts by RGS in 1885 led to first positions in UK. 

• Mackinder (1887) conceptualised geography as integrative study 
of natural and social processes that modelled a single unified 
discipline. 

Geography in Australia 

• USYD Dept. of Geology in 1893 (Edgeworth David); Dept. of 
Geography founded in 1920. 

• Taylor (a student) embodied David’s view on an integrated view 
of Geography – famous for work on demography, population, race 
etc.  

Rise and fall of geological polymath 

• Present dualism and specialisation within Geography – Taylor advocated single discipline rather than multi-
disciplinary polymaths – integrative view (poligraphy, ethnology, plant ecology, climatology, topography etc.) 

Rise of regionalism 

• From mid-20th C: earth’s surface described as product of interrelated phenomena based on empirical study 
of regions (rather than analysis of the phenomena) 

• Criticised for being descriptive not analytical with no overarching explanatory framework, theory or laws. 
• Geography Dept.’s disappeared, regionalism dominant mode in West during 1960s focusing on quantitative 

spatial science, numerical modelling and statistics. 

Cultural turn – widening the gap 

• Difference in approach, method, outlooks drove towards social sciences (broader, diverse thought) and 
further so during rise of ‘critical geography’ of 1970s and 80s – post-positivism, post-modernism, 
deconstructionism – drove physical and human geography further apart. 


