
Forensic Science Communication  
Communication 

• Communication in forensic science is of critical importance  
• In most scientific professions, you are communicating to people who understand the scientific 

language  
• In forensic science, you also need to communicate to a wider audience 
• How a forensic scientist communicates can often be critical to how well evidence is understood in 

court  
• A scientist who is unclear about their evidence (overuse of jargon, lack of ‘engagement’ with the 

jury) may lead to wrongful convictions  
• The same applies to a forensic report. It has to be clear and succinct 
• How can we be better communicators in forensic science?  

o Limit the use of scientific jargon  
o Use analogies or visual aids where possible  
o Change your tone to emphasise points  
o Be confident in yourself and your evidence  
o Be prepared (have notes with you)  
o Look presentable  
o Remember your body language 

Forensic intelligence 
• Traditional reactive model of policing: case to case approach 

o Each case is treated separately 
o Driven by the judicial paradigm 
o Focus: solve cases 

• Holistic approach: multi-case approach 
o Forensic intelligence 
o Focus: study crime phenomena 
o Level of uncertainty tolerated 

• A more “transversal approach” taps into the underutilised potential of forensic science in 
intelligence-led policing  

• Forensic intelligence relies on; 
o The concept of criminal repetition (recidivism) 
o The observation that the majority of offences are committed by a small minority of 

offenders in localised areas 
• The notion that established databases can aid in detecting links between  

o Different instances of the same type of crime 
o Evidence found in different types of crimes 

• The benefits of implementing a model of forensic intelligence within law enforcement include;  
o Crime disruption and prevention 
o Time/cost efficiency 
o Early identification of suspects 
o More effective use of forensic traces 
o Better understanding of the criminal activity in focus 
o Reducing recidivism 

Role of the expert witness 
• An Expert Witness is a person who possesses specialist skills, knowledge or expertise who assists 

the Court or the Parties to understand and assess complex facts which are outside the realms of 
ordinary knowledge / experience.  

• The roles of an Expert Witness are multi-faceted and may require you to be involved in various 
stages of the proceedings, not just giving evidence at Trial.  

• A great deal of trust is put in an Expert to undertake his / her duties to the Court.  


