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WEEK 1 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 

- Education is part of society and a constant topic of debate 
o Schools don’t exist in isolation 

- Learners have different backgrounds/previous experiences and want different 
things/goals. 

- 30% teacher influence and 70% is other factors (e.g. SES, ethnicity, peers, individual). 
 

TERMINOLOGY 
School education 

⁃ Public school and private school: 

o Private schools can be an independent, catholic, faith-based or community school. 
o Usually distinguished by govt. and non-govt. schools 

• It is a funding distinction. 

• Who the federal govt. with talk to about funding. 

 
Learning and teaching 

- Shallow and deep learning 
o Shallow (you learn but may forget when not used). E.g. memorizing something. 
o Deep (something that changes you. You take on the ideas and put them into 

practice) 

- Engagement 
- Pedagogy 

o Critical pedagogy 
- Collaborative learning 

- Inquiry learning 
- Problem-based learning 

- Project-based learning 
o Individuals work on set projects and use the teachers as advisors. 

o Students defines the projects around a certain topic. 
 

Governing learning 
- Objectives 

- Outcomes 
- Capabilities 

- Standards  
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- Assessment 

INEQUALITY AND EDUCATION 
- Disadvantage is a main concern for sociologists of education and governments. 
- Educational research 

o Connell et al (1982) 
- Gonski (2011) findings 

o Research a new way of funding schools that take account the needs of students 
(2009). 

• Linking wealth with education. 
• I.e. lift the wealth à improved performance. 

o Findings were available in 2011. 
o Question of what the current govt. will do. 

- Bradley review of higher education (2008) 
- Measures of inequality 

o Social class (Tait) 
o Vinson (2015) Dropping off the edge 

- ‘Smart Australians’ (NATSEM, 2012) – National A T Social and Economic Modelling. 
o Avg. income across the age range depending on education (high school, tertiary, 

postgrad. Etc.) 
o Tertiary participation increases avg. income, continuing into 50s. 
o Reflects the value of education in a monetary sense. 

 
1.2 SOCIAL CLASS: THE RISE OF MASS EDUCATION 
GOV. MACQUARIE AND FEMALE ORPHAN SCHOOLS 
- Governor of NSW from 1810-1823/24 
 
Education for the poor in Britain (1780-1820) – context of the situation when the first 
fleet arrived in Australia 
⁃ Church involvement in and responsibility for providing any form of education for the 

lower/poorer classes. 
o Tended to teach how to read the bible (passages) or catechisms. 

• E.g. cleanliness next to godliness and to not lie. 
o Usually much beyond reading (i.e. writing, mathematical concepts, etc.). 

⁃ ‘Schools for all’ movement 

o Put forward by activists. 
o 2015 was the final year of the education decade for education for all. 

• It still hasn’t fully been achieved. 

⁃ ‘Private’ schools 
o most wealthy people would have a tutor or governess to teach their children at 

home as well. 

⁃ Sunday school movement 
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o Teach reading and writing skills on the one day that children who weren’t 
working down the mine would have time available to do some learning. 

⁃ Schools of industry 

o More concerned with producing things. 

⁃ Social reforms 

o Jeremy Bentham 

• Legal person concerned with the state of jails. 
• No food service (bribes for food so they didn’t die). 

• Many were also jailed for not paying fines. 

• Came up with some solutions 
o Robert Owen 

• Australia was established as a colony, so England could so something with 
all the people they punished. 

• Industrialist who was making use of the newly developed technologies for 
weaving and spinning. 

• Set up a village with a mill and a school (with accommodation). 

• Set up a place to serve many needs. 

• Had views on education as shown through the school. 

⁃ Variety of types of education and not much organization. 
 
Rev. Richard Johnson & first church-school (in Australia around 1795-98) 
- First fleet consisted of 7 ships (prisoners and personnel) 

o Among the personnel were 18 children when they left 
o One adult was made responsible for their education. 
o When fleet arrived and established growth in children was rapid. 

- Rev Johnson was the Chaplin for the fleet. 
- First school was also the church (Thatched roof, timber walls). 
- All convicts were made to attend church burnt it down. 
 
From rescue & reform to moral panic 
⁃ Reform in the penal colony 

⁃ Missionaries 

⁃ Lt Gov. King - Norfolk Island (1788-1799) 

• Concerned about the number of female children on the island. 

• Set up the female orphan school 
• Found a couple of literate women to be in charge of the school. 

• Aim to rescue the girls from potential danger and provide some kind of reform. 

• E.g. proper behaviors. 
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⁃ Gov. King (1800 – 1806) 

⁃ Bligh (1806-1808) 

o Rev Samuel Marsden 
• As the Chaplin of the colony he was concerned with the moral state of 

affairs in the colony. 
• Writing letters to England asking for more Chaplin’s to be sent out. 

• ‘Moral panic’ 
 
Female orphan school 
- Macquarie built the female orphan school 

o This seriously annoyed Marsden 
o Oldest 3 story building in Australia. 
o Evidence suggests this was designed by Mrs. Elisabeth Macquarie (had an interest 

in architecture). 
- An elegant and commodious plan 

o MQ couple were both interested in the aesthetic level. 
o Mrs. Drew up the plans based on her family home in Scotland. 
o Mrs Macquarie 

• Marsden’s reaction 
o He had a property on the other side of the Parramatta river. 
o Thought it gave the females a sense of false reality. 

o They wouldn’t get anything this good in life. 
• Patroness was Mrs. MQ. 
• Raised concerns 

- King brought Arthurs Hill but it wasn’t till MQ arrived that it got built. 
o Protection & progress 

• Element of providing protection for the girls (King) AND social progress. 
• Rules & regulations 

o Run it in a more orderly manner. 
• Girls admitted 5-8 years 

o Parents may be dead or the child in a family with too many 
children and not enough room. 

• Read, write, cipher (maths and arithmetic’s) 
• Knit, spin, hoe, weed (domestic skills) 
• Discharged when apprenticed or married (could only leave when this 

occurred). 
o E.g. A domestic worker is needed on a specific property. 
o As a grad. present they were given a cow. 

o MQ was interested in the economic development of the colony. 
• First background not in the navy (army person). 
• Different skill set. 
• He gave convicts (once finished sentence) 5 acres of land so they could 

build their life. 
- Joseph Lycett 

o Transported 14 years: forging bank notes 
• Highlighting his artistic talents. 


