
Phonological awareness: relates to the sounds of spoken language 
including, words, rhyme, syllables and onset and rime. A letter 
may have more than one sound, such as the letter ‘a’ in ‘was’, 
‘can’ or ‘father’, and a sound can be represented by more than 
one letter such as the sound /k/ in ‘cat’ and ‘walk’. The word 
‘ship’ had three sounds /sh/, /i/, /p/, but has four letters ‘s’, 
‘h’, ‘i’, ‘p’.  
Sound system of English:  
1.1. Sounds : Vowels, consonants  
1.2. Syllables  
1.3. Stress : Word stress, sentence stress  
1.3. Aspects of connected speech: Rhythm, assimilation, elision, 
linking 
1.4. Intonation, Attitudinal: e.g. T: I’m very glad to see you 
again. J: Me_ too_. Vowels: 5 letters, sounds: 25 sounds/
phonemes  
Single vowels (12) + double vowels (8) + triple vowels (5) = 25  
Syllables are made up of sounds/phonemes. E.g. FANTASTIC /fa:n
ˈta:stɪk/----->3 Syllables: /fa:n ˈta:s tɪk/  

 
Oral language – what to teach: oral language knowledge: text, 
grammar, vocab, expression. Oral language skills: listening to 
instructions to converse and speaking to engage in conversations/
discussions and deliver presentations.  

 

WEEK 4  
Reading is the process of constructing meaning from written 
text.  

Concepts of print children begin to learn to read they develop their 
understanding of how print works e.g. concept of a book (cover, 
title), concept of text (content, word, letter). People draw upon 
their existing knowledge of the world when they read, they draw 
on language and written code in order to attend to the visual 
information of the text. They use sources of information (cues) 
and combine them to read: semantic, grammatical, phonological 
and graphological information. There are four roles of the reader: 
code-breaker, text participant, text user, text analyst. 



Levels of comprehension: 

Literal: noticing and remembering what the text actually says 

interpretive: making an inference to fine meaning-interpreting 
authors meaning through connecting information that is implicit 
in the text (between the lines)  

Inferential/applied/evaluative: reader linking meaning of the text to 
their own experiences and then evaluate or make judgement 
about the text.  
 

Modelled reading: teacher reads aloud a variety of texts, models/
demonstrates/makes explicit a variety of skills; how the text sounds 
(fluency); how to think about the text, how to derive meaning, how to 
derive pleasure.  
Shared reading: whole class, must be a text that students can take a 
part in reading aloud: teacher takes some parts, students take other. 
Big books or power point.  
Guided reading: levelled texts used according to assessment (e.g. 
running records), students grouped in like-levels, each child and the 
teacher have a copy of the text, teacher guides by setting up 
parameters for reading (purposes, ways to read, what to do during 
reading), reading done in parts to ensure understanding, teaching 
questioning is important. 
Independent reading: text is at the students reading level, students 
choice or labeled reading, students have opportunity to use their 
emerging reading skills to derive meaning, may be ways of monitoring, 
silent in head reading...minimal support or direction. 


