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Tocqueville: continuity between V1 and V2 

“The two parts [of Democracy in America] complete one another and form a single work.” 399 

 Differences, V1 &V2 

1. SUBJECT: 

- V1: Influence of democratic social state on laws and political mores.  

- V2: Influence of democratic social state on civil society, culture, and art. 

- “This same [democracy] has, in addition, given birth to a multitude of sentiments and opinions 

among them that were unknown in the old aristocratic societies of Europe.” 399  

- Volume Two, section titles: stress on culture 

- Part 1: Influence of Democracy on Intelligence and Ideas 

- Part 2: Influence of Democracy on Sentiments 

- Part 3: Influence of Democracy on Mores 

- Part 4: Influence of Democratic Ideas and Sentiment on Political Society  

2. SCOPE 

- V1: Democracy in America. 

- V2: Democracy as such. 

3. MOOD 

- V1: Impressed and optimistic. 

- V2: Apprehensive and gloomy. 

 Sheldon Wolin, Tocqueville: Between Two Worlds 

“Unlike Volume 1, where Tocqueville was able to describe a political society that, by a combination 

of circumstances, political inheritance, and religious influences, had mostly succeeded in 

domesticating the forms of power accompanying the democratic revolution, he was now prophesying 

the emergence of a world in which those same powers loomed larger than present means of 

controlling them and [to which] he, the author of Democracy in America, had no well-defined 

alternative. […] Volume 2 does not promise to reshape the world of huge and unprecedented powers 

but to moderate them.” 306 

 

Scope of Volume 2 

 “The subjects I wanted to embrace is immense; for it comprehends most of the sentiments and ideas 

to which the new state of the world gives birth.” 400 

 He examines democracy as a total power one which effect social political and psychological  

 Letter to Louis de Kergolay, December 26th 1836  

- [My goal is] to point out if possible to men what to do to escape tyranny and debasement in 

becoming democratic [échapper à la tyrannie et à l’abâtardissement en devenant démocratiques]. 

Such is, I think, the general idea by which my book can be summarized and which will appear on 

every page I am writing at this moment. To work in this direction is, in my eyes, a holy 

occupation and one for which neither money, nor time, nor life must be spared.  

- Tocqueville names two misfortune in democracy to which he will have to form solutions to 

combat these  

1. Tyranny – Caesarism, authoritarianism, democratic despotism  

2. Debasement – Being disempowered on an individual level  

- On one hand T is saying that these two are just part and parcel with democracy yet on the other 

hand he says we can escape these two if we become properly democratic  

 


