
Glossary	
Abolitionist:	 person	 who	 supported	 the	 abolition	 of	 slavery	 –	 most	 influential	 in	 New	
England,	many	were	devout	Christians	whose	ideals	were	supported	by	their	religion	
	
“Sweating	 system”:	 a	 labor	 system	within	 the	 tailoring	 trade	 in	which	workers,	 including	
children	 were	 subcontracted	 to	 work	 in	 dangerous	 conditions	 for	 little	 pay,	 feature	 of	
industrialisation	 and	 reported	 upon	 by	 Florence	 Kelley,	 the	 former	 state	 inspector	 of	
factories	&	workshops	for	Illinois		
	
Chinese	Exclusion	Act	of	1882:	US	federal	law	signed	by	President	Chester	A.	Arthur	in	May	
1882,	 prohibiting	 all	 immigration	of	Chinese	 laborers	 for	 10	 years,	 first	US	 law	prohibiting	
immigration	of	specific	ethnic	group,	labour	shortages	à	enlisting	of	Mexican	communities	
to	work	
	
Culture	 wars:	 clash	 of	 ideas	 about	 what	 values	 should	 be	 implemented	 into	 US	 society,	
conflict	between	conservative	and	progressive/liberal	values,	character	of	left:	more	secular,	
embracing	of	social	change/cultural	pluralism,	character	of	right:	traditional	values,	national	
identity	 rooted	 in	 Christianity,	 associated	 with	 southern	 states,	 culture	 war	 issues	 2016:	
abortion,	gun	control,	gay	rights,	transgender	rights		
	
Agent	Orange:	a	powerful	mixture	of	chemical	defoliants	used	by	the	US	military	during	the	
Vietnam	War	to	deprive	Viet	troops	of	forest	cover	and	food	crops	–	later	revealed	to	cause	
serious	health	issues	eg.	Tumors	&	birth	defects	
	
Cold	War:	 the	ideological	tensions	between	the	US	and	USSR	based	on	conflicting	plans	to	
achieve	international	order	following	WWII,	rivalry	between	capitalism	and	communism			
	
Scientific	 management:	 a	 theory	 of	 workflow	 management	 that	 attempted	 to	 improve	
economic	 efficiency	 and	 labor	 productivity,	 developed	 by	 Frederick	 Winslow	 Taylor	 –	
American	mechanical	 engineer	&	 early	management	 consultant,	 proposed	 that	 optimizing	
and	 simplifying	 jobs	would	 boost	 productivity,	 promoted	 cooperation	 between	workers	&	
management	and	pay	according	to	performance	
	
Progressive	 reform:	otherwise	known	as	 ‘Progressivism’	–	a	social	and	political	movement	
responding	 to	 the	economic/social	problems	 caused	by	 rapid	 industrialisation,	 called	 for	 a	
more	just	society	and	active	government	involvement	in	achieving	this	goal		
	
“Migrant	 Mother”:	 a	 photograph	 taken	 by	 Dorothea	 Lange	 in	 1936	 of	 Florence	 Owens	
Thompson	and	her	children,	iconic	photo	of	the	Great	Depression,	depiction	of	poverty	



	
	
George	 Wallace:	 45th	 Governor	 of	 Alabama,	 prominent	 defendant	 of	 segregation,	 1963	
Inaugural	Address	–	“segregation	now,	segregation	tomorrow,	segregation	forever”	
	
Birth	 of	 a	 Nation:	 1915	 American	 silent	 epic	 drama	 film	 directed	 by	 D.	 W.	 Griffith,	
cinematic/production	 feats	 yet	highly	 racist	 –	portrayed	 slavery	as	 a	happy	experience	 for	
African-Americans	 and	 glorified	 the	 KKK,	 NAACP	 campaigned	 to	 have	 the	 film	 banned,	
played	a	role	in	the	resurgence	of	the	KKK	
	
“Talented	 Tenth”:	 a	 term	 used	 to	 describe	 the	 leadership	 class	 of	 African-Americans	 –	
created	by	northern	philanthropists	and	publicised	by	Du	Bois,	 idea	 that	educated	 leaders	
would	empower	the	rest	of	the	race	from	top-down	
	
Immigration	 and	 Nationality	 Act	 of	 1965:	 educated,	 skilled	 professionals	 received	
preference,	 as	did	 those	 related	 to	US	 citizens/permanent	 residents	 repealed	 Immigration	
Act	 of	 1924	 that	 established	 a	 quota	 based	 on	 immigrants’	 national	 origins,	 repealed	
Chinese	 Exclusion	 Act	 1882	 and	 dramatically	 changed	 the	 racial/ethnic	 makeup	 of	
immigrants	to	the	US		
	
Stonewall	 Riots:	 Stonewall	 uprising,	 New	 York	 City,	 in	 June	 1969,	 escalation	 of	 existing	
conflicts	 between	 LGBT	 community	 and	 New	 York	 Police	 Department,	 police	 force	 shut	
down	gay	bars	that	were	forced	to	operate	without	Liquor	Authority	licenses,	significant	in	
bringing	about	gay	rights	movement	in	US		
	
Great	Depression:	a	severe	worldwide	economic	depression	during	the	1930s	originating	in	
the	US	after	a	fall	in	stock	prices	–	‘Black	Tuesday’	stock	market	crash		
	
Reconstruction:	 the	 period	 between	 1865	 and	 1877	 aiming	 to	 transform	 post-Civil	 War	



America	into	a	nation	characterised	by	unity	between	states	and	an	end	to	legalised,	racial-
based	discrimination	
	
Nativism	 (in	 the	 1910s	 and	 1920s):	 objection	 to	 unrestricted	 immigration	 and	 regards	
immigration	as	harmful	to	the	well-being	of	the	established	residents	of	a	place,	mostly	US-
born	 Protestants,	 members	 of	 educated	 elite	 sometimes	 most	 prominent	 Nativists,	
prominent	nativists	included	W.E.B.	DuBois,	Charlotte	Perkins	Gilman	&	Theodore	Roosevelt		
	
Dr.	Strangelove:	a	1964	satirical	black	comedy	film	that	addresses	the	fears	of	nuclear	war	
between	Russia	and	the	US	during	the	Cold	War	era,	highlights	the	dangerous	potential	of	
technology	and	its	detrimental	effect	on	humanity,	prevalence	of	sexual	connotations	in	the	
film	suggests	a	relationship	between	war	and	male	sexuality	
	
Prohibition:	national	ban	on	the	production	&	sale	of	alcohol	from	1920	to	1933,	regulated	
under	18th	Amendment	
	
Brown	v.	Board	of	Education:	1954	landmark	case	in	which	the	US	Supreme	Court	declared	
that	official	segregation	of	public	schools	was	unconstitutional		
	
Margaret	 Sanger:	 US	 birth	 control	 activist	 in	 early	 20th	 century,	 popularised	 term	 “birth	
control”,	 opened	 first	 birth	 control	 clinic	 in	US	 and	established	organisations	 that	 evolved	
into	Planned	Parenthood		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Themes	Covered:	
Ø Civil	War		
Ø Reconstruction	
Ø ‘Redemption’	
Ø Jim	Crow	laws	
Ø Industrialisation	
Ø Urbanisation	
Ø Immigration	
Ø Imperialism	
Ø Progressivism	
Ø Consumption	in	early	20th	C	
Ø Leisure	&	culture	in	early	20th	C	
Ø WWI	
Ø Great	Depression		
Ø Domestic	&	Foreign	Policies	from	1931-1962	
Ø WWII	
Ø The	Cold	War	
Ø Post	WWII	(Consumer	Culture,	War	on	Poverty)	
Ø Civil	Rights	Movement	
Ø Vietnam	War		
Ø Activism	(Sexual	Revolution,	Women’s	Liberation,	Gay	Rights	Movement)	
Ø Reagan	to	Obama	(including	foreign	policy)	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Civil	War	(1861-1865)	
	
Key	Themes:	

Ø Centrality	of	race	to	US	political	history	
Ø Ordinary	people	organising	&	bringing	about	political/legal	change	

	
Abolitionist:	 person	 who	 supported	 the	 abolition	 of	 slavery	 –	 most	 influential	 in	 New	
England,	many	were	devout	Christians	whose	ideals	were	supported	by	their	religion	
	

- North	 lost	 ‘need’	 for	 slavery	 with	 industrialisation,	 whereas	 South	 relied	 on	 slave	
labour	eg.	cotton	plantations		

- 1850s:	 Kansas	 point	 of	 contention	 –	 ‘bleeding	 Kansas’,	 official	 US	 state	 in	 1861,	
declared	free	

- ‘Free	labour,	free	soil’	whites	in	the	North	were	not	necessarily	opposed	to	slavery	
on	 the	 basis	 of	 racism,	 rather	 viewed	 it	 as	 the	 continuation	 of	 an	 entrenched	
aristocracy	

- Abolitionist:	person	who	supported	the	abolition	of	slavery,	most	influential	in	New	
England,	many	abolitionists	were	devout	Christians	whose	ideals	were	supported	by	
Christianity	

- Christianity/Biblical	principles	also	used	by	those	in	the	South		
- Election	 of	 Lincoln	 1860	 –	 Lincoln	 believed	 slavery	would	 die	 out	 should	 it	 fail	 to	

spread	 to	 new	 states/territories,	member	 of	 Republican	 party	which	was	 founded	
upon	opposition	to	slavery’s	spread	to	new	states	

- South	 Carolina	 first	 US	 state	 to	 secede	 in	 December	 1860	 following	 Lincoln’s	
election,	 followed	 by	 6	 other	 states	 (break	 away	 from	 US/Union)	à	 Confederacy	
(Jefferson	Davis	was	president)	

- Civil	War	officially	began	2	months	after	Confederacy	formed,	lasted	4	years	
- 1863	New	 York	Draft	 Riots	 against	 the	Union	 cause	 –	 resentment	 of	 conscription,	

attacks	on	African-Americans	and	abolitionists,	119	people	killed	
- 1863	considered	turning	point	–	Battle	of	Gettysburg,	Confederates	retreated	
- Average	age	for	Civil	War	soldiers	was	26,	average	weight	65	kilos		
- Significant	number	of	African-American	soldiers	who	fought	for	Union,	paid	less	than	

whites,	many	assigned	to	manual	labour		
- African-American	Confederate	troops	represented	less	than	1%	of	total	forces		
- Women	acted	as	nurses	and	filled	many	jobs	left	vacant	by	men		
- Civil	War:	bloodiest	in	US	history	(620,000	casualties	compared	to	405,399	in	WWII	

and	116,516	in	WWI)	
- 1	in	13	Civil	War	soldiers	had	lost	at	least	1	limb		

	
Role	of	Slavery	in	Civil	War:	
• Addressed	 in	 Lincoln’s	 inauguration	 speech	 –	 “these	 slaves	 constituted	 a	 peculiar	

and	 powerful	 interest.	 All	 knew	 that	 this	 interest	 was	 somehow	 the	 cause	 of	 the	
war”	

• Lincoln’s	view	supported	by	majority	of	academic	historians	


