
Victims play a critical role in the criminal process. The victim’s behaviour is often a key 

determinant of crime. Victimology includes: 

 Using victim surveys to measure that nature and extent of criminal behaviour and to 

calculate the actual costs of crime to victims. 

 Calculating probabilities of victimization risk.  

 Studying victim culpability in the precipitation of crime. 

 Designing services for crime victims, such as counseling and compensation programs.  

 

Criminologists have found that criminals are a greater risk of victimization that noncriminals. 

This finding indicates that rather than being passive targets, the victims may themselves be 

engaging in a high-risk behaviour, such as crime, that increases their victimization risk and 

renders them vulnerable to crime.  

 

Classic Criminology: Theoretical perspective suggesting that people choose to commit crime 

and that crime can be controlled if potential criminals fear punishment.  

 

Origins from Italian scholar Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794).  

 People have free will to choose criminal or lawful solutions to meet their needs or settle 

their problems. 

 Crime is attractive when it promises great benefits with little effort. 

 Crime may be controlled by the fear of punishment. 

 Punishment that is – or perceived to be – severe, certain, and swift will deter criminal 

behaviour.  

 

Positivist Criminology: The branch of social science that uses the scientific method of the natural 

sciences and suggests that human behaviour is a product of social, biological, psychological, or 

economic forces that can be empirically measured.  

Origins from Auguste Comte (1798-1857) consider to be the founder of sociology. 

 Use of the scientific method to conduct research – this is objective, universal and culture-

free.  

 Predicting and explaining social phenomena in a logical manner. The belief that human 

behaviour and natural phenomenon operate according to laws that can be measured and 

observed.  

 Empirical verification.  All beliefs and statements must be proved through empirical 

investigation guided by the scientific method.  Subjects like ‘God’ or ‘the soul’ cannot be 

measured and therefore are not the subject of scientific enquiry – they remain a matter of 

faith.  

 Science must be value-free and should not be influenced by the observer/scientists biases or 

political point of view.  

 

Scientific Method: The use of verifiable principles and procedures for the systematic acquisition of 

knowledge. Typically involves formulating a problem. Creating hypotheses, and collecting data, 

through observation and experiment, to verify the hypotheses.  

 

Sociological Criminology:  Approach to criminology, based on the work of Emile Durkheim (1858-

1917) that focuses on the relationship between social factors and crime.  

 Crime is normal because it is virtually impossible to imagine a society where criminal 


