
Conformity and Defiance 

Hornsey & Jetten (2003) 
People were exposed to a portrait of someone who made either public or private claims 

to be a vegetarian. 

They then assessed how evaluations changed when participants found out that the 

person ate meat “when they got a craving”.  

 

 Vegetarians decreased their likability of the vegetarians 

 Non-vegetarians didn’t care much, actually thought it was funny 

 A lot of words to describe this: hypocrite, wannabe, fake, fraud, poser, banana 

Warner et al (2007) 
In a follow-up study, Warner et al. (2007) showed gay participants descriptions of 

people who either claimed to be straight or claimed to be gay. In some conditions the 

person’s claims were shown to be consistent with their behaviour (non-impostor) 

whereas in other conditions the person’s claims were shown to be inconsistent with 

behaviour (e.g., a closeted gay pretending to be straight or a straight person pretending 

to be gay). 

 



Why are impostors seen to be damaging? Depends on who it is … 

Gay people pretending to be straight were seen to be damaging because they were 

expressing shame regarding their minority group membership. 

Straight people pretending to be gay were seen to be damaging because they were 

blurring the distinctiveness of gay people relative to straights. 

 Imposters damage both groups 

 People are upset when a straight person pretends to be gay- this is quite 

nourishing, as members of the majority are desperate to be a part of the minority  

Sherif’s Autokinetic Study (1936) 
Estimates of the movement of light (i.e. autokinesis) 

People participated either alone or in groups of 2 and 3.  

Considerable variation in estimates when alone.  

When in groups, estimates varied wildly at first. But very quickly, the estimates started 

to converge … they were using each other as a source of information. 

A group norm emerged. 

When they were again tested on their own, the group norm had an enduring effect on 

their judgements. 

In a followup study, confederates gave extreme  (obviously wrong) estimates in the 

group condition.  

An extreme group norm emerged.  

Original group members rotated out of the group so that eventually all group members 

were new.  

The (extreme) norm survived!  

Newcomb’s 1965 Bennington College Study 
First-years at Bennington College (US) showed a traditionally conservative voting pattern 

during the 1936 presidential election, while 3rd- and 4th-years, who had been exposed 

for longer to the college’s liberal norms, showed a significantly more liberal voting 

pattern.  

 


