
Criminology Reading Notes: 

WEEK 2: 

- Models of policing: so called ‘traditional’ model and ‘community policing’ model. 

Roles and task orientations: 

- Main objectives of the police summarised: 

1. Ensuring that police services are based on community needs and satisfaction with service 
delivery 

2. Minimising the level of crime and maximising the extent to which people feel secure from the 
effects of crime 

3. Ensuring a level of public order that enables people to safely go about their lawful business 
4. Encouraging greater involvement of citizens in policing, with a view to establishing a problem-

solving partnership 
5. Providing assistance to the public in circumstances of personal emergency 
6. promoting road safety and effective traffic management 
7. Improving operational policing strategies, especially in the areas of public safety, and crime 

prevention and detection 

- Police usually perform their roles simultaneously 
- Public order are often intertwined with law enforcement, traffic management and so on 
- Police task orientations can be consolidated into five main areas: law enforcement; order 

maintenance and conflict resolution; crime prevention; provision of social services; and traffic 
management. 

Law Enforcement 

-   Law enforcement: Essentially crime fighting activities, such as detection, investigation,     
apprehension and prosecution of offenders. 
- This essentially translates into crime fighting; that is, dealing with those who commit crimes
- This involves activities such as detection, investigation, apprehension, and prosecution of 

offenders.
- This function effectively comprises a minor proportion of police time. 
- Serious criminal cases are generally referred to specific departments, such as the Criminal 

Investigation Branch 

Order Maintenance and Conflict Resolution 

- Police have a role in restoring disruptive situations to normalcy, often without arresting 
individuals, that is, without recourse to the enforcement of the law per se. 

- Crime control: The ways in which society responds to crime; in particular, how different 
institutions of criminal justice prevent or limit the harms associated with crime 

- Activities to that end include public order surveillance, intervention, and monitoring of specific 
groups in particular locations, including: major public parades, sporting and other events, 
funerals 

- The role of police in these situations is to control and circumscribe public behaviour 
- Order maintenance is often linked to the policing of ‘domestic violence’ and neighbourhood 

disputes. 
- There is a natural overlap between ‘law enforcement’ and ‘order maintenance’. 



Crime Prevention: 

- Crime-prevention programs include neighbourhood watch and business watch. 
- Where information is provided on how to secure their property and person against potential 

threat 
- A key aspect of crime prevention is the role of the police, often simply by their public presence, 

in deterring potential crime; that is one of the central tasks of the police officer is to deter crime 
as part and parcel of their normal day-to-day activities. 

Provision of Social Services: 

- Because the police operate 24 hrs a day they may be required to offer a range of emergency 
services, from the simple to the more serious 

- These services are particularly vital under circumstances involving natural disasters; including 
widespread flooding, bushfire etc.

- Limitations:
- First, have officers been trained to provide appropriate advice and responses to victims in crisis 

situations?
- Secondly, have they themselves been appropriately trained to deal emotionally with such 

situations? 

Traffic Management 

- Activities are designed and implemented in an effort to ensure the smooth and safe flow of traffic 
- Despite the multifaceted nature of policing, within the public mind the ‘crime fighter’ image 

predominated 
- Whatever the specific task at hand, the police ultimately act on the basis of coercion. 
- Their location in the social order is one that is premised upon the exercise of authority. 
- Whatever and however varied the roles and functions assigned to the police, their location in the 

social order is one that is premised upon the exercise of authority. 

Private Policing: 

Definition: Policing activities carried to by private agencies, usually in the areas of protecting 
property or personnel. Activities include security at train stations; in shopping malls, banks and 
office buildings; and in residential communities and quasi-government premises, such as 
dockyards and schools

- Private policing is focused in several different areas:

Commercial interests: Security forces used in order to protect property, premises, employees and 
customers, including bouncers or doorkeepers 

Residential communities: gated communities, privately protected apartments and condominium 
buildings. 

Interest communities: banks, equities markets, contiguous businesses 

Governments: authorisation of quasi-governmental agencies to provide their own security 

- A number of factors have been suggested to explain the rise and expansion of private policing. 
These include: 

1. An increase in the number and availability of goods that are easily stolen and easily converted 
to cash 



2. The growth of night-time economy 
3. The trend towards ‘mass private property’ in the form of shopping centres 

- Public police are expected to at in the public interest, private security is expected to act in the 
private interest of its clients. 

WEEK 3: Different Policing For Different People

Differential Policing: 

- Power. How they are used is dependent upon a range of factors, including the attitudes of the 
individual officer, department policies, the specific operational area of police work and the wider 
political environment. 

- The work of the police rests upon a foundation of socially legitimate coercive power.
- It is also vital that we consider the negative consequences of that extensive power. 

Over-policing 

- One of the problematic consequences of selective law enforcement is the over-policing of large 
sections of the population. 

Indigenous People: 

- Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are vulnerable to over-policing, as evidenced by 
their over-representation at all levels of the justice system

- Redfern, where there is a high concentration of Aboriginal people. 
- Large numbers of police exerting enormous force constantly saturated this area, harassing, 

intimidating and arresting significant numbers of the Aboriginal population. 
- The negative discourses surrounding Redfern have included references to ghetto or slum 

conditions and, in particular, the status of the suburb as a breeding ground for crime and illegal 
drug use.

- These discourses of disfavour have also dovetailed with a particular kind of differential policing 
in the area. 

Indigenous Young People and the Police 

- Various studies have highlighted the often negative interaction between young Indigenous people and the 
police 

- Many of the confrontations between the Indigenous young people and the police take place in the public 
domains of the streets, parks, malls and shopping centres. 

- Young indigenous people are much more subject to heightened surveillance and possible intervention in 
public space. 

Summary Offences 

- Redfern, Aborigines are disproportionately arrested 
- The** study found that of the 1071 charges laid during the specified period, 78 per cent (835) were ‘street 

offences’ and almost invariably were charges of disorderly conduct 
- Police have wide discretionary powers in relation to the enforcement of summary offences legislation 
- Indigenous young people brought before the courts are more likely to come from rural backgrounds 
- When interviewing young indigenous detainees, they found that police were often both racist and sexist in 

talking with the young people; for example referring to young indigenous women as ‘black cunts’ 


