
Piaget’s Stages 

1.Sensorimotor Stage (birth-2 yr olds) 

o Reflexes such as closing hand once someone touches their palm of the hand. 

o Kids learn and understand the world around them via hands-on and direct experience. 

o Main achievement during this stage is object permanence: knowing that an object exists 

even if it is hidden. The understanding that objects have a separate and permanent 

existence independent of our actions/ interaction with them. 

o Piaget said that it takes about 9months for kids to figure out that object exist independent of 

them.  - New studies suggest that it us earlier than 9months. 

 

2.Preoperational stage (2-7 year old) 

o stage is characterized by egocentric thinking: has difficulty understanding the perspective/ 

view point of others. 

o Go from reflexes such as closing hand once someone touches their palm of the hand, to 

symbolic thought.  

Symbolic thought: the use of words, gestures, pictures, or actions to represent ideas, things, 

or behaviours. The ability to make one thing such as a word or an object stand for something 

other than itself. 

o Key features of the stage: 

 -Centration 

Tendency to focus on only one aspect of a situation at a time. Children have difficulty 

thinking about more than one aspect of a situation at the same time. 

Child centres on most noticeable feature and ignores other features. 

-Perceptually bound 

Judge the world the way it looks 

-Animism 

The belief that inanimate objects such as toys and a teddy bear have human feelings and 

intentions. The belief that all things that move are alive and have human feelings. 

-Egocentric explanations 

They anthropomorphize objects: they understand objects based on how they understand 

themselves. Everything is an extension from themselves. 

-Conservation 

Prior to the age of five kids do not have an understanding of conservation. 

Experiments: liquid in identical glasses and then in different glasses. 

Length or shape of the glass is the single most salient aspect the kids focus on and therefore 

say that there are different amounts in the glass even though they see the experimenter 

pour the liquid from the similar glass to the different glass without adding any extra liquid.  

3.Concrete operations Stage (7-11 year olds) 

o kid has mastered mental operations such as: 

- Decentring: consider multiple aspects of a situation 

- Reversible thinking 

o This means that kids can work thinks out internally in their head rather than just through 

physically trying things out. 



o Can now conserve numbers (age 6), mass (age 7), and weight (age 9). Conservation is the 

understanding that something stays the same in quantity even though its appearance 

changes. 

o Concept of time, space (multiple dimensions) and causality (relationship between cause and 

effect) begin to develop. 

4.Formal Operations Stage (11years and over) 

o Develop the ability to think about abstract concepts and logically test hypothesis 

o Can now think and reason about hypothetical, abstract things 

o Ability to reason in systematic ways 

o Develop reflective thinking ability to reflect on our own processes 

 

• Problem with Piagets stage theory: 

➢ It underestimates young children’s ability and overestimates adult’s ability and 

knowledge in general.  

➢ He just assumed that the sequences were universal. Did not take cultural 

background into consideration. 

➢ you do not have one way of thinking throughout all the stages. 


