
Topic One 

 

The Evolution of the International system 
 Actors - those who play a role in the international system - critical units that are significant 

(whatever they say and do has an implication on the international system) 
o Tribal groups - these are examples of actors 

 Also, multi-national corporations - can be individuals, non-political groups (shapes 

the system) 

 Boundary - limited in their scope and restricted to certain areas (not necessarily clear cut like a 

fence) 
o Boundaries can expand and contract as system 
o The Indian Regional International System coexisted with the Chinese (boundaries were 

evident and respected) 

 Structures - can be a unipolar (one actor is dominant in comparison to others) 
o Bi-polar - two major actors that contribute to the system (can also be multi-polar) 

 Is power concentrated in the hands of one or many? How do we compare those that are 

powerful and those without power? 

 Rules - every system has rules (what is acceptable for the powerful and those without power?) 
o Punishment - consequences that exist when the rules have been broken (military reaction, 

sanction or detainment) 

 The rules, structures and boundaries are not stable - there is a constant shift when the beliefs 

and values of a community adapt 
o Example - honour killings - once never spoken about, now human rights has extended to 

encourage opposition to issues that abuse the rights of human beings 

 Uni-multi-polar - when there is one major power holding control but other powers also holding 

sufficient control 

 Historical systems (Greek, Chinese, Indian…) Great city states allowed representation from 

other states - interaction with other states 
o Citizenship did not include women and slaves, which was a rule that was understood and 

respected across the states 

 Indian system has always consisted of smaller units (kingdoms) and larger units (different 

power centres that derives from the class system) 
o Fighting occurs within the system (internal disputes) - Nughal Empire - when you were 

further away from power, you were not taken notice of and you had a greater level of 

flexibility 
o Further areas in the edge of the Empire shifted their allegiance against the Nughal Empire 

- international system are not always stable. 

 They can be overthrown when smaller powers collectively join together 

 Society or distinct systems (Hedley Bull) 
o A group of states, conscious of common interests and common values, who from a 

society in the sense that they conceive themselves to be bound by a common set of rules 

in their relations with one another and share in the workings of common institutions 
o International society is formed because recognising certain common interests and perhaps 

some common values 

  

The End of the Cold War and the world in the contemporary society 

 Concert of Europe - Cold War - Post Cold War era 
o The notion of the balance of power became very significant in the European system - the 

basic idea that power meant controlling territory 
o Occupying areas prevents other Empires from expanding - therefore allowing one Empire 

to hold too much power. 

 Concert of Europe - weakening towards the end of the 19th century 
o Two additional actors outside of Europe were emerging (Japan and The United States) - 

the rise of these empires initiated war 



o By the end of the First World War, the European Empire was declining and eventually 

would collapse 
o A new international system emerged with nation states (new system did not have a single 

Empire ruling) 
o First International system where the dominant nation states had nuclear weapons (Cold 

war - is there a balance of power anymore?) 

 The cold war came to an end because one of the main powers collapsed - the Soviet 

Union - the system became uni-polar once again 

 Multi-polar system where different countries would be significant 

  

  

ideologies of the international system 

Adam Roberts. (2008). International Relations After the Cold War. Page 335-350 
  

 A pluralist approach accepts the relevance of many different approaches to international 

relations:  
o not just the proper emphasis on power and interest that is found in realist theories 
o Stresses significance of ideas and norms and the impact of domestic political and 

economic structures 

 A condition or system in which two or more states, groups, principles, sources of authority, etc., 

coexist. 

 End of the Cold War: events of 1989-91 are the most remarkable case of large-scale peaceful 

change in world history 

 Peaceful change orchestrated surrounding unification in Germany, suggesting a ripple effect 

 Sometimes states that scholars of international relations failed to predict the end of the Cold 

War.  
o Why was it an unpredictable anomaly? 
o Possible reasoning due to the lack of consideration of the power of domestic and human 

(individual) involvement in decision making 

 Link made between international relations and science - expected to predict the future based on 

the past and observations 

 A J P Taylor indignantly emphasised the influence of change in history 

 Claim that by the 1970's, The Cold War had lost most of its ideological sting 

 Idea emerges that the Cold War was less about a US-USSR rivalry and more focused on 

difficulty in adapting to societies that were no longer colonised. 

 Alfred Zimmerman effectively predicted that fifty years on from the beginning of the Cold War, 

the Soviet Union would be a distant memory. 

 Philip Windsor stated that USSR's withdrawal from Eastern Europe could reignite the push for 

revolution 

 Wishful thinking of reform in the Communist party became a legitimate possibility 

 Another question that arises is: What were the factors that ultimately led to the end of the Cold 

War? 
o Roberts suggests that there is a multi-faceted explanation - opposites and logical 

incompatibilities 
o Pressure and détente, force and diplomacy 
o Two myths existed that essentially encouraged the end of the Cold War (the idea of 

reinstating Society Communism and the possibility that Star Wars would become a 

legitimate reality) 
o Arguments as to whether the pressure was asserted at a domestic or international level 
o Views existed that the end of the Cold war coincided with the end of history 
o The end of the Cold war brought about peace, but was this merely replaced by new 

international conflict? 

 Is it the basic human instinct to engage in violent opposition? To strive for power? 



o All people want the same political system and that the military force of democracies can 

assist the historical process 

 Early difficulty in characterising the peaceful contemporary international relations system 

 There were new attempts to suggest that military action was not a war 
o The idea of peace was promoted despite the ongoing pressure of international struggle 
o The contemporary society consistently attempted to avoid the notion of war, even by 

convincing and justifying military actions 

 Oxford Graduates that followed this pretence included: President Bill Clinton, Prime Minister 

Tony Blair and Supreme Allied Commander Wes Clark 

 Is it truly good to use language that conceals and confuses? 

 The notion of 'World Order' has religious and cultural ties 
o The British and American versions were not identical by any means 
o The US vision promotes itself as the only form of modern democracy, classifying other 

nations as monarchies, totalitarian dictatorships and traditional ruling classes 
o This is used as a justification in attempts to liberate a foreign country (liberation act 1998) 
o Term 'world order' has gone in and out of fashion throughout US history 
o Setting up of the Institute for International Order (now called World Policy Institute) 
o Does 'order' actually refer to peace? 

 Suggestion that politics at the global scale is multipolar 
o This refers to the overarching structure of order that has particular importance in shaping 

and helping us to explain events. 
o There is the tendency to claim that the world is currently uni-polar 

 If this is the case, why do varying political regimes still exist? 

 The weakness may lie in its implicit assumption that the world consists of 

something akin to magnetic poles and iron filings 

 The World Of The 21st Century - the inclusion of 'prevenge' - getting in one's retaliation in first 

 The end of the Cold War reignited past themes such as failed states and conflicts with an ethnic 

dimension 

 New ideas emerged in the modern world 
o One of these was Neo-Liberalism - oddly named as it followed the French revolutionary 

period's ideas 

 The events of 9/11 are seen as marking the end of one age and the beginning of another 
o The difference in the world between the Bush elder and the Bush younger 
o US seems to take a semi-detached view of the contemporary international law 

 There was a growing willingness to engage in using force even without explicit UN security 

Council authorization - undermining the peace council? 

 Non-democratic states were now viewed as hazard-strewn, conveying that the modern world 

was one that followed democratic principles 

 Elements in the concept of 'world order' - recognition that there are many distinct visions of 

world order 
o These emerge from different national, cultural, regional and ideological perspectives 
o Acceptance of common institutions - regional and global  

The Idea of Realism 

 The main actors on the world stage are states, which are legally sovereign actors (no actor 

above the state that can compel anyone to do anything) 
o Other actors such as multi-national corporations work within the framework of the system 
o Cooperation and self-help are characteristics of this system  
o Neo-realism - stresses the structure of the international political system in affecting the 

behaviour of all states 

 Following the Cold War, the international political system has been leaning 

towards a multi-polar neo realistic system 

 Globalisation may affect our social, economic and cultural lives, but it does not transcend the 

international political system of states 

  

The Idea of Liberalism 



 Human beings are perfectible and that democracy is necessary for that perfectibility to occur 

(ideas matter) 

 Doesn't see the state as a unitary body, rather a collection of bureaucrats - suggests that terrorist 

groups/multi-nationals are actors participating in the issues of world politics 

 The Liberal view encourages bargaining between actors, stress the importance of economic, 

environmental and technological issues 

 View globalisation as the end product of a long running transformation of world politics - 

undermines the realist version of politics 

  

Marxist Theories and World Politics 

 Also, referred to as historical materialism - most important actors are not states but classes 
o States, multi-nationals and other organisations represent the dominant class interest in the 

world economic system 

 Key feature of the international economy is the division of the world into core, semi-periphery 

and periphery areas 

 Globalisation is viewed as nothing new and merely the latest stage in the development of 

international capitalism 

  

Social Constructivism 

 Developed in the late 1980's - human agency has a much greater potential role in world politics 

than what is implied by realism and liberalism 
o Argues that we make and re-make the social world. Those that see the world as fixed 

underestimate the possibility of human progress and for the betterment of human's lives 

 Globalisation presented as an external force acting on states, which leaders often argue is a 

reality that they cannot challenge 
o Believes that people can mould globalisation to offer us very real chances to create cross-

national social movements 

  

Poststructuralism 

 To be sceptical towards metanarratives - all claims can be judged as true or false - the other 

theories are all questionable as they claim to have discovered a fundamental truth about human 

nature 

 Globalisation does not exist in the real world (it is a discourse) - this is due to the evident 

scepticism present within the ideology 

  

Post colonialism 

 Questions the ability of the other theories to actually purport world politics     
o Has become increasingly popular after the 9/11 attacks - people understand the entwining 

nature of history within geographical regions 
o The global hierarchies of subordination and control are made possible through the social 

construction of racial, gendered and class differences 

 Globalism - emphasises the importance of persistence and continuity regarding globalisation - 

suggests that it is the reason for a large amount of inequality 

  

What does each focus on? 

 Realism - power relations between states 

 Liberalism - much wider interactions between states and non-state actors 

 Marxism - patterns of the world economy 

 Constructivism - ways in which we can develop different social structures and processes 

 Poststructuralism - the power relationships behind all discourses around the world 

 Post colonialism - the persistence of relations and hierarchy in world politics made possible by 

race, class and gender subordination 

  

Globalisation 



 The process of increasing interconnectedness between societies such that events in one part of 

the world increasingly have effects on peoples and societies far away 
o The effects are either social, economic or political - some believe that it is not an entirely 

new phenomenon 

 Has many commonalities with the theory of modernisation - industrialisation brings new 

contacts between societies and changes the world? 
o The old system of international relations becomes outmoded (force can no longer be 

relied on, move towards negotiation) 

 Shares ideas with the theory that economic growth followed a pattern in all economies as they 

went through industrialisation 
o Developed in the shadow of those already developed until they also became self-

sufficient 

 Advances in electronic communication resulted in a world where we could see in real time 

events that were occurring in distant parts of the world 

 The need to form a society rather than an international system is also common in the 

globalisation agenda 

 Once more, similarities exist between globalisation and liberal progress - the notion that liberal 

democracies do not fight one another 
o Public accountability is imperative to the maintenance of a democratic system  

  

Arguments in favour of globalisation comprising a new era of world politics 

1. The place of economic transformations is so great that it has created a new world politics - 

states are no longer closed units and they cannot control their economies 

a. Interdependent nations exist and there is a greater sense of cooperation 

2. Communications have fundamentally revolutionised the way in which we deal with the rest of 

the world 

a. Events in one location can be experienced and communicated elsewhere in real time 

3. There is now, more than ever, a global culture - urban communities now are represented as 

incoherently similar despite geographic separation 

4. The world is becoming more homogeneous - differences between people are diminishing 

5. Time and space seem to be collapsing - ideas of space are being collapsed by the easily 

accessible web of communication 

6. There is emerging global polity with transnational social and political movements - change of 

allegiance from country to international community 

7. A cosmopolitan culture is developing - people are beginning to think globally and act locally 

8. A risk culture is emerging with people realising both that the main risks that face them are 

global and that states are unable to deal with the problems 

  

Arguments against this movement 

1. Globalisation referring to the latest buzzword to denote the next stage in the capitalist agenda 

a. Suggests that national governments are powerless in the face of global trends which 

doesn't seem to be the case 

b. Prevents policies being created that control the national economy - too large a focus on 

the global arena? 

2. Globalisation is very uneven in its effects - At times it sounds like a western ideology that only 

impacts the world that created it (rather than the entire world as its name suggests) 

a. Belief that globalisation is severely overestimated in regards to impacting the entire 

community - not everyone has access to the internet and communication 

3. Could globalisation be simply the next stage in Western imperialism - it clearly consists of 

western values, represents western opinions, can this be global? 

4. Considerable losers in a globalised world - represents the success of liberal capitalism in an 

economically divided world (benefit the rich and fail to assist the world) 

5. Not all globalised forces are good - makes it easier for drug cartels and terrorists to operate - an 

advanced weapon of destruction 



6. The responsibility of global governance - to whom are the transnational social movements 

responsible and democratically accountable? 

7. Paradox - promotes the successes of the western world when Asian nations have the greatest 

market success in a globalised world 

  

  

Baylis et al (eds.), The Globalization of World Politics, Chapter One 
  

 Globalisation has enabled economic events such as a downturn to impact nations on the other 

side of the world  
o Governments now have to borrow significant amounts from the world trade market 

(global reliance) 

 Transnational companies now account for 25 and 33% of world output investment 

 Example: The global production of the I-Pod: central microchip (US), core technology licenced 

from UK, thin metal layers (China) 
o The transnational production process relies on multiple nations (different working 

conditions experienced in China to the rest of the world) 

 Global communication has led to increased transnational migration (legal and illegal) as well as 

advancements in infrastructure 

 New recognition of problems that require global responses (climate change and nuclear 

weapons of mass destruction) 

  

Globalisation - a process characterised by… 

 Events in one nation now impact distant regions - for example, the amount of asylum seekers 

migrating from poor regions to affluent nations 

 Growing magnitude of interconnectedness - growing global presence (Microsoft, spread of 

weapons and mass destruction) 

 Accelerating pace of global interactions - growth of transport - increases the velocity at which 

information, produce and people can be transported around the world 

 Velocity and extensity in which local events may come to have a global impact (due to the 

extensive communication) 
o Outsourcing products is an example of the growth of the global agenda - it is changing 

structural behaviours within societies (therefore challenging the sceptics)  
o Argues that power is organised above, below and around the territorial state (the world is 

seen as a shared social place) 

  

Interpreting Globalisation 

 By comparison to the period of 1870-1914, the world is far less globalised economically, 

socially and politically 

 Vast majority of the political and social acts are decided amongst the OECD states 

 Geopolitics, nationalism and state power are of growing concern (rather than reducing) in the 

modern world 

 Economic globalisation may be at risk as a result of the 2008 financial crisis, but the 

contemporary phase of globalisation has proved more robust than the sceptics recognise 

 Contemporary globalisation is a complex and uneven process 

 Contemporary globalisation is best described as a thick form of globalisation or globalism 

  

Globalisation and global politics 

 Westphalian constitution - peace treaty that established the legal basis of modern statehood and 

by implication, the fundamental rules or constitution of modern world politics 
o Territoriality: Humankind is organised into exclusive territorial (political) communities 

with fixed borders 
o Sovereignty: Within its borders the state or government has an entitlement to supreme, 

unqualified and exclusive political and legal authority 



o Autonomy: The principle of self-determination or self-governance considers countries as 

autonomous containers of political, social and economic activity (fixed borders separate 

the domestic sphere from the world outside 

 Gaza Freedom Flotilla - vessel that was bordered by Israeli (7 lives were taken due to fears of 

transporting missiles and other weaponry) 
o UN set up and inquiry and international condemnation led to increased tension - this 

global effect is an example the globalised world 

 States now assert their sovereignty less in the form of a legal claim to supreme power than as a 

bargaining tool, in the context of transnational systems of rule making 

 Globalisation does not lead to the end of the 'state,' rather, inspiring a more activist state 

(multilateral collaboration and cooperation) 

 Unitary states are being displaced by the image of the disaggregated state, in which its 

constituent agencies increasingly interact with their counterparts abroad, international agencies 

and NGOs in the management of common and global affairs 

  

The Post-Westphalian Order 

 Territoriality: borders still remain significant, not least for administrative powers.  
o Under conditions of globalisation, a new geography of political organisations and 

political power (from trans governmental networks to regional and global bodies) is 

emerging that transcends territories and borders 

 State sovereignty: the entitlement of states to rule within their own territorial space - is being 

transformed but not necessarily eroded 
o Increasingly understood as the shared exercise of public power and authority between 

national, regional and global authorities 

 State autonomy: Becoming more embedded in systems of global and regional governance, 

states confront a real dilemma 
o In return for more effective public policy and meeting their citizen's demands whether in 

relation to transnational terrorism, the drugs trade or the financial crisis, their capacity for 

self-governance is state autonomy - is compromised 

  

Key Points 

 Globalisation is transforming but not burying the Westphalian ideal of sovereign statehood. 
o It is producing the disaggregated state 

 Globalisation requires a conceptual shift in our thinking about world politics, from a principally 

state centric perspective to the perspective of geocentric or global politics - the politics of 

worldwide social relations 

 Global politics is more accurately described as distorted global politics because it is afflicted by 

significant power asymmetric 

 

Marxism and Neo-Marxism 

 Unit of analysis: economic classes (Bourgeoisie and Proletariat) 

 Underlying assumption: Economics shapes the world with politics providing super-structures 

 Application to the international system 
o States continue to be the actor 

 US invading Iraq (why?) 
 Was it to liberate? Regime change? Response to 9/11? 

 Underlying reason was America's underlying interest 
o In international politics, ultimately what counts is money and economic interest in society 

 Interest of the bourgeoisie (rich states are at the centre of the international system) 

 Periphery of the international system (poor states) 

 Relationship is shaped by exploitation - do the poor states willingly get exploited?  
o The system has to become egalitarian in order to put an end to exploitation 

 Marked by cross-state alliances between the rich at the centre and the periphery 



 Change through revolution 

 End of the approach with the demise of the USSR? 

 


