
 

GEOP111: Contemporary Globalization    
 
Outline 

• Define globalization  

• Understand its trajectory – generally  

• Examine some global flows of material goods and discourses 

• Question the globalization consensus  
 
Learning Outcomes 

1. Identify key processes of global change and their historical and geographical 
contexts. 

2. Explain the role of place and space in recent and current global process of 
economic, political, social and cultural change. 

3. Outline and suggest explanations for the uneven geographic outcomes of 
global changes, and the connections and disconnections between places 
around the globe. 

 
Globalization (Definition) 
The increasing interconnectedness of different parts of the world through common 
processes of economic, environmental, political and cultural change (Knox & 
Marston). 

• Interconnectedness = globalization is not about the sharing or diffusion of ideas 
but actually the interconnectedness of social economic processes that bring 
about the world that we live in today  

• How the economic forces of global change are bringing along social change  
 
History of Globalization 

• Underway since the beginning of the modern world system in 16th century – the 
beginning of the modern world with exploration, expansion of colonies – global 
forces of change (colonialism, imperialism, capitalism) flowing to come together 
to produce the current global world.  

• 19th & 20th centuries – international agencies, global networks of 
communication, human right notions - the United Nations was brought up and 
globalization increased after WWII 

o An interest to no longer have social conflict – wanting to make the world 
a better place after the devastation of WWII 

• BUT today, qualitatively different = ways in which economic, social and cultural 
globalization happens is substantially different  (See reasons below) 

 
Globalization Today 

1. Greater speed (at which we have these global connections) 
2. Larger scale – few people not entangled in globalization – it is rare that 

someone is not embedded someway in globalization today 
3. Scope is broader – it is not just one aspect of our lives that is entwined with 

globalization – economic, technological, political, legal, social, cultural. 
4. High complexity in interactions and interdependencies – very hard to opt out 

of the global system if you want to be economically developed  
 



 
Global Forces of Change 

• Driven by technology, cultural preferences, mediated by cultures, economies, 
politics, and more – often produce global inequities  

 
Commodity Chains 

• Definition: Networks of labour and production processes that originate in the 
extraction or production of raw materials and whose end result is the delivery 
and consumption of a finished commodity.  

o Tracing global processes of change – a commodity change provides 
this 

o To trace the various ways in which global capital touches down in 
particular places, is to use the commodity change of that particular 
thing  

 
Problem with global processes today – often a distancing  
 
Globalization of Ideas: Contemporary Feminism  
Interview with Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

• Wanting to change how children are brought up e.g. how boys are expected 
to pay, how girls can not be specialized, how women are supposed to cook 

• Wanting to give the same opportunities to women that are available to men 

• No longer apologetic for her feminity – wants to be respected because she 
deserves it  

 
Quotes 

• “About 52% of the world’s population is female. But most of the positions of 
power and prestige are occupied by men. The late Kenyan Nobel Peace 
Laureate Wangari Maathai put it simply and well when she said ‘the higher 
you go, the fewer women there are’” 

• “Power is the ability not just to tell the story of another person, but to make it 
the definitive story of that person” 

• “Show a people as one thing, only one thing, over and over again, and that is 
what they become” 

• “Our histories cling to us. We are shaped by where we come from” 

• “A student told me it was such a shame that Nigerian men were physical 
abusers like the father character in my novel. I told him that I had recently 
read a novel called American Psycho, and that was a shame young 
Americans were serial murderers”  

• “I often make the mistake of thinking that something that is obvious to me is 
obvious to everyone else.” 

 
Globalisation Consensus 
“National economies with more liberalization of trade and finance, higher market 
integration across borders, easier hostile takeovers of corporations and a narrower 
economic role of the state experience higher economic growth, less poverty, higher 
social mobility and less inequality than those with less, other things being equal” 
(Wade, 2010:143-144) 



• This globalization consensus was built following WWII with the Bread and 
Woods institutions that were established e.g. World Bank – part of what 
implements the globalization consensus 

• Enforcement of policies that carry through the implementation of the free 
market 

• Free market = the loosening of tariffs and opening of boarders for goods and 
services, protection of your own industry within your own country   

• That globalization consensus has provided the dominant economic narrative 
for over thirty years – associated with early days of Reagan and Thatcher 

• It holds that a general process of globalization will drive a general process of 
catch-up growth  

• Basically, the periphery will eventually benefit from the entrenchment of the 
free market systems because the profits generated in the free market trickle 
down from the core to the periphery – a catch up for the periphery – the core 
will drive this  

Is the Globalisation Consensus Dead? 

• Wade (2010) thinks it is diminished  

• Some people think it might be dying again with the wind-back of the outward 
looking institutions within Brit and US – e.g. Trump and Brexit 

• These wealthy nations, who are part of the core (e.g. Brit and USA) – are 
pushing from the withdrawal from the global processes – they feel that 
removing themselves from these global connections won’t be a cost but a 
benefit as they have already gotten what they wanted 

 
Today’s Disorganized Capitalism 

• Complex qualitative changes have affected economy, society, culture and 
politics, especially: 

o New spaces of flows – economic, social, cultural 
o New spaces of places – global embedded in local? 
o State neoliberalism: less state regulation of flows, support the thesis 

that markets rule  
 
Is this Real Trade? 

• Material or immaterial? 

• By 2010, 60% of world trade occurs within transnational corporations (TNCs) 
and their networks/alliances – this is TNC’s trading with each other  

 
Material: objects and non-human entities… tangible 
 
Discourse: “Institutionalized ways of constituting knowledge” (from Knox and 
Marston glossary)  
 
Foucault on Discourse 

• Foucault – French poststructuralist theorist 

• Argued that power is essential to understanding how societies operate. 

• Examined how our society is being shaped by language, which 
simultaneously reflects power relationships 

• So the words we chose to describe situations or contexts are as important as 
those particular contexts  



• But it’s also the silences that speak to power relationships – we must 
understand that the gaps in what is allowed to be expressed are as important 
as what is stated  

 
Contemporary Globalisation: Global Inequality problems and solutions 
Lateline Interview with Thomas Piketty 

• Gives examples of where we can intervene in the global forces of change  

• E.g. Australia – expense of buying a home within capital cities. Says there is a 
false economic system in place where negative gearing exists and an 
inheritance tax should exist (for an equal distribution of wealth) 

 
 
Contradictions in Globalization 

• Generally, advocate a free market where capital is able to operate without 
constraint, crossing borders at will 

• However, humans are not so free – increased policing of boarders to reign in 
unwanted migration   

• Goods are free to come and go BUT there is policing of people that want to 
come and go  

• BREXIT – Fears of migration growing and they left the EU to fix this problem  

• EXAMPLE: Australia wanting to ‘fix’ the refugee ‘problem’ 
 
Concluding Comments 

• Capitalism is a force of globalization – bringing about material and discursive 
change in the way people live (Albrow and King, 1990) (not just a set of ideas 
– also a set of physical material goods) 

• Questioning its dynamics, including the costs and benefits of ‘free’ trade and 
commodity chains that entrench inequity, can be done partly through spatial 
and economic analysis  

 


