
PSY234 Exam Revision Notes 
WEEK 6 TUTORIAL: CULTURE 

The way we identify ourselves differ across countries  

Individualism in the Workplace  
 

Hofstede (1980) surveyed IBM employees from 67 countries and found… 

 Employers form individualistic and collectivist cultures different in their 
values and beliefs 

 Countries of __________ 1heritage = MOST INDEPENDENT  
 Other research suggests that _________,2 Japanese and Korean cultures = 

MORE COLLECTIVIST  

TERMINOLOGY & EXAMPLES   

WEEK 7 LECTURE, PART 1: INTEGRATION & FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

 

                                                             
1 British  
2 Chinese  
3 Situations  
4 Relationships  
5 Others  

Individualistic (Independent)  Tend to see attributes, abilities 
and traits existing across all 
____________ 3 

 Want recognition they 
deserve when they do a 
good job 

 Want freedom to do the 
job their own way 

 Believe that decisions 
made by individuals are 
better than those made 
by groups  

 
Interdependent (Collectivist)  Tend to see their attributes, 

abilities and traits existing only 
in ________________ 4with 
________ 5 

 Want employer to have 
major responsibility for 
their health and welfare 

 Want to be completely 
loyal to their company 

 Believe that better 
managers are those who 
have been with 
company the longest 
time  



Personality is various schools of thought and is hard to come up with one solid theory. 
However, 6__________ approach is quite plausible. 

 

McAdams’ Personality Triad:  

 Three broad components of personality 
 _____________ 7and _____________ 8approach  

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 8 TUTORIAL: STANFORD PRISON EXPERIMENT 

                                                             
6 McAdams’  
7 Nomothetic    
8 Idiographic  

1. Dispostional Traits 
- Dimensions of personality e.g. Five Factor 

Model 
- "what are my basic tendencies?" - "how 

do i act and react?"
however, ignores the individual 

2. Characteristic adaptations 
- Each person has own beliefs, coping 

strategies, goals etc...
- "what do i want and value?"- "how 

do i cope?"
however, still ignores individual 

identity 

3. Narrative identity as 'life story' 
- Stories central to identifying 

ourselves
- Define ourselves through 

stories=identity
- "who am i?" 

- Idiographic and humanistic



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIM: 

investigate whether it is one’s _________ 9or the ________ 10in which they are that 
_________ 11_______ 12when given a social role. 

 Interested in finding out whether personality differences between guards 
and prisoners causes conflict  

 If prisoners and guards behaved in non-aggressive manner, this would 
support the __________ 13hypothesis, or if they behave in the way people 
do in real prisons, this will support the ________ 14hypothesis.  
 

FINDINGS  

 Prisoners began to suffer emotional disturbances  
 Those who were in their social role conformed to it which was dependent on their 

situation  

ETHICHAL ISSUES  

 Couldn’t withdraw 
 There was deception: no _______ ______ 15on arrest for example 
 It was unpredictable 

 

CONLUSION  

 People will readily conform to the social roles they are expected to play  

 

                                                             
9 Personality  
10 Situation  
11 Influences  
12 Behaviour  
13 Dispositional  
14 Situational  
15 Informed consent  


