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LECTURE 1 – Culture and Socialisation 
What is Sociology? 

 

                    

             

• What are the defining features of our world? 

• How did this world come about? 

• Why are the conditions of life so different from those of our parents and grandparents? 

• What directions will change take in the future? 

 

Sociology of Everyday Life 

• Scope of study is wide. Microsociology (the study of everyday behaviour) to macrosociology 

(the analysis of large scale social systems, like the political system or the economic order) 

• Background of some of the sociologists within our School – Professor Rob Stones, Professor 

Adam Possamai, Associate Professor Mary Hawkins, Dr Kate Huppatz, Dr Amie Matthews, Dr 

Helena Onnudottir and Dr Irena Veljanova 

• The individualistic (from an individual’s perspective) versus the sociological perspective 

 

The Sociological Imagination 

• The need to establish the relationship between what happens to individuals in their lives and 

the large processes of social, economic and political change which lie underneath or behind 

those happenings 

• Western societies – individual ‘autonomy’ and ‘freedom’. Psychological orientation. 

• Individualistic, natural explanations versus sociological 

• Sociology transforms personal problems into political issues 

 

Popular Culture and Sociology 

• Elysium – Sci-Fi movie from 2013 

• Set in the future 

• Division between Rich and Poor (Class) 

• Inequality 

• Refugees and Health Care 

• The American Dream (Class mobility) 

 

The Sociological Imagination in Plain Language 

• To find out why people do what they do, sociologists look at the corners in life that people 

occupy because of where they are located in a society – gender, ethnicity, income, 

geographical location 

• “The sociological imagination enables us to grasp the connection between history and 

biography.” 

• Society is located in a broad stream of events. Each society has specific characteristics 

(gender ideas) 

• Each society has a ‘value’ 

• Biography = each individual’s specific experiences 

Psychology is about the individual Broad aspects of our society Draws from history 
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• The society in which we grow up, and our particular location in that society, lie at the centre 

of what we do and how we think. 

• Peter Berger (1963) “society within us.” 

 

Examples – Unemployment, obesity, coffee 

 

Coffee 

1. Coffee possesses symbolic value. Coffee is part of social ritual. 

2. Coffee is a habit of forming substance. 

3. Drinking coffee involves you in a complicated set of global social and economic 

development. 

4. Drinking coffee presumes a process of past social and economic development. 

5. Coffee as a product of contemporary debates about globalization, international trade, 

human rights and environmental destruction. 

 

Early Theorists 

Auguste Comte (1798-1857) 

• Invented the word ‘sociology’. 

• Created a Science of Society. 

• Laws that governed our social world – to uncover them would help us shape our destiny. 

• Sociology was a positive science. It was the most complex and significant of all the sciences. 

 

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 

• ‘Study social facts as things’ 

• Range of topics: 

- The importance of sociology as an empirical science 

- The rise of the individual and the formation of a new social order 

- Sources and character or moral authority in society 

• Was interested in social and moral solidarity 

• Change – rapid and intense 

• Anomie 

• Suicide and social solidarity (tried to prove that suicide was not only the individual’s choice, 

but society would have somehow been a part of the cause. 

 

Karl Marx (1818-1883) 

• Concerned with social changes – Industrial Revolution. 

• Connection of economic problems to social institutions. 

• Materials conception of history. 

 

Max Weber (1864-1920) 

• Development of modern capitalism and structure of modern society. 

• Nature and causes of social change. 

• Social action not structures. 

 

Australia as a Sociological Subject 

• Tall poppy syndrome 

• Australian ideas on gender 
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• Classless society? 

• Multicultural Australia 

• ‘Norms’ in Australian Culture 

• Mateship 

• Advantages and Disadvantages to studying Australia 

 

How Can Sociology Help Us In Our Everyday Lives? How Is It Relevant? 

• Awareness of cultural, religious, ethnic, and gender differences. 

• Practical help in assessing the results of policy initiatives. 

• Increased self-understanding. 

• Employment: any job that involve groups of people (basically all of them) 
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LECTURE 2 – Culture and Socialisation 
 
Culture 

• What is Culture 

• Symbolic culture 

• Subcultures and Counter cultures 

 

Socialisation 

• Socialisation into the Self 

• Mead and Symbolic Interactionism 

• Socialisation into Emotions 

• Socialisation into Gender 

• Agents of Socialisation 

 

Culture and Socialisation 

Examples of movies: 

• Whale Rider (rituals, attire, tattoos, breaching of those cultural rules based on gender, in 

danger of losing their culture – to save a culture, it has to change) 

• Blade Runner, 1980s (fashion, gender relations of the 1970s) 

 

Culture 

• What is Culture? 

- The language, beliefs, values, norms, behaviours and even material objects that are 

passed from one generation to the next 

• Material culture (culture you can see) vs Non-Material culture (culture you can’t see - values 

and beliefs) 

• Culture and the taken for granted orientations to our life 

• Culture within us. Learned and shared ways of believing and of doing 

• Culture as a LENS (what we view as our own culture and others – don’t view it as ‘my culture 

is the best’) 

• Ethnocentrism – William Sumner (1906) ‘One’s own group is the centre of everything and all 

others are scaled and rated with reference to it.’ 

• How does culture influence who we are? How is it integrated within us? 

Culture does shape who we are, our ideas, and redefine our choices. 

 

Symbolic Culture 

• Non-Material Culture 

• Symbol = something to which people attach meaning and that they then use to 

communicate with one another 

• Includes gestures, language, values, norms (unwritten rules of behaviour, e.g. how you 

should behave on public transport - politely), sanctions (a filthy look), folkways (pregnant 

woman) and more 

• Values, norms (unwritten rules of behaviour) and sanctions (positive and negative) 

• Folkways, mores (norms that are strictly enforced) 
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Subcultures 

• SC = A culture associated with social systems and categories of people (such as ethnic 

groups) that are part of larger systems. – Individual groups that exist in society that have 

different values 

• There are things we know that we know. There are known unknowns; that is to say, there 

are things that we now know we don’t know. But there are also unknown unknowns; there 

are things we do not know we don’t know 

• Describes forms of solidarity – can contrast with the dominant norms and values of society 

 

Values in Australian Society 

• In 2011, 27% of the population was born overseas (an increase from 21.9% in 2001), 

• Egalitarianism – There is a strong distaste for authority, class and pretension, 

• “This is a debate Australia too must be part of. We’ve always prided ourselves on being a 

nation that’s more equal than most – a place where, if you work hard, you can create a 

better life for yourself and your family. Our egalitarian spirit is the product of our history and 

our national character, as well as the institutions and safeguards built up over more than a 

century. This spirit informed our stimulus response to the global financial crisis, and meant 

we avoided the kinds of immense social dislocation that occurred elsewhere in the 

developed world.” (Swan, 2012), 

• The middle-class Australia (Pusey 2003) – there is a value in this country that goes against 

anything that presents itself as superior to this average, 

• The ‘tall poppy syndrome’ refers to the behavioural traits of Australians to cut down those 

viewed as ‘superior’ to them, 

• Mateship – It reflects non-pretentiousness and loyalty combined with the ideals of fairness 

and egalitarianism. MATESHIP VS FRIENDSHIP [NEO-MATESHIP] 

 

Socialisation into the Self 

• The process by which people learn the characteristics of their group and of their culture – 

learn the norms, values, skills, knowledge of a culture 

• Charles Horton Cooley and the looking glass self 

• We imagine how we appear to those around us 

• We interpret others’ reactions. We come to conclusions about how others evaluate us 

• We develop a self-concept. How we interpret others’ reactions to us frames our feeling and 

ideas about ourselves 

 

Symbolic Interactionism 

• Three basic premises: 

- Human beings act on the basis of meanings which they give to objects and events 

- Meanings arise from the process of interaction rather than simply being present at the 

outset and shaping future action 

- Meanings are the results of interpretive procedures employed by actors within 

interaction contexts. By taking the role of the other, actors interpret the meanings and 

intentions of others (younger children dressing up as mum or dad) 

 

Introduction to Mead (1863-1931) 

• The founder of symbolic interactionism 

 


