
WEEK 3 – CRITICAL THINKING + ENVIRONMETAL POLICTICS 

Wicked Problem 

• Pluralist: no one way to understand it (no formula) 

• No end point  make us uncomfortable 

• No correct/ false approach to address  but perhaps better/ worse? 

• Every wicked problem is unique 

• We try to make it linear  end up with more problem then we started with 

• Examples  

o Climate change 

o Sustainability  

o Poverty  

• Landscape Change in Australia 

• Bushfire in Victoria 

Critical Thinking + Analysis 

• Appreciating + expecting multiple truths/ stories 

• Interrogating a single ‘truth’ 

• ‘reflective + reasonable thinking that is focuses on deciding what to believe/ do’ 

• Deep thinking 

• ‘thinking about your thinking while you’re thinking to make your thinking better’ 

Not Knowing 

• We are taught to know, but it is a skill to be comfortable in not knowing 

• Being comfortable in navigating unknown situations/ ‘problems’ is a graduate attribute 

What Limits Critical Thinking/ Analysis? 

• Our unquestioned, taken-for-granted assumptions/ ideas  biases 

• More comfortable knowing 

• Language 

• Beliefs/ Religion  

• Hegemony  an unquestioned, dominating paradigm that shapes peoples’ perceptions, 

ideas + actions 

Youth Resilience in Aklavik, Canada 

• Young people in Aklavik not learning traditional language + knowledge  lazy, different 

priorities 

o ‘intergenerational segregation’ 

o Making communities vulnerable to climate change 

o Lazy youth with different priorities 

o This narrative was published in the academic literature repeatedly 

Reflecting on Aklavik 

• All want a simular future 

• Young people wanted so very much to learn traditional language + knowledge 

• Access to the land was increasingly difficult + expensive 

• Often difficult to access elders 



• Parents often didn’t have traditional language + knowledge because of Residential school 

Investigating Traditional Knowledge + Language  

• Interviews + focus groups with elders, adults, youth 

o Positive + negative changes that you see in the community + on the land 

o What you hope for the future 

o What makes you strong  

Critical Thinking Lens 

• What things would we think about + reflection on? 

o Government policy? 

o History? 

o Biases? Prejudices? 

o Local wishes? 

o Economic context? 

o International context? 

The Ovens  

• North east Victoria 

• History of agriculture since colonisation 

• Tobacco industry until 2007 

• Agriculture is struggling + the region is stuck 

• The danger of a single story  

Critical Thinking: Three Narratives 

• Three different narratives of change (Rawluk + Curtis 2017) 

o Farmers 

▪ Agriculture approaching collapse 

o Government employees + local organizations 

▪ Region is stuck 

o Politicians  

▪ Region is no longer agricultural, but a dynamic mixed land use 

 Reconciling the Narratives 

• With combined data, we could analyse that the Ovens had transitioned into a ‘ 

multifunctional rural landscape’ 

• But there are three narratives, which ones should influence decision-making? 

• That is a ‘wicked problem’ 

Politics + Power 

• Politics  process of decision making over common good/ community 

• Politics is also the exercise of power 

• What is power? Three dimensions  

o One person/ group forcing another to do something against their will with violence, 

or simply by winning an argument 

o Those who ‘set the agenda’ have power to make people do things through policy 

etc.  


