
VESSELS OF THE LOWER LIMB 

 

 

LYMPHATICS OF THE LOWER LIMB 

Same organisation as in the upper limb 

 Location Groups  

Vessels  Superficial system and deep system separated by deep fascia  

Nodes Proximally in femoral triangle; small amount in popliteal fossa Superficial and Deep 

 

LYMPHATIC NODES 

Group (separated by 

deep fascia) 

Location Drain from 

Superficial  Beneath inguinal ligament and along proximal long 

saphenous vein 

Superficial lower limb vessel, perineum, superficial lower trunk wall  

into deep group  

Deep Medial to femoral vein in femoral canal Superficial group, deep lower limb  external iliac nodes in abdominal 

cavity 

 

 

ARTERIES OF THE LOWER LIMB  

Enter: via the gluteal region, obturator canal and femoral triangle  

Anastomose region: hip region and knee region (anastomosis around knee is not very functional)  

 

Artery Origin Enters Exit Supplies Other 

Superior 

gluteal 

artery 

Internal iliac artery in 

pelvic cavity 

 Pelvic cavity via greater sciatic 

foramen above piriformis  enter 

gluteal region 

Various structures  

Inferior 

gluteal 

artery 

Internal iliac artery in 

pelvic cavity 

 Pelvic cavity via greater sciatic 

foramen below piriformis  enter 

gluteal region 

Various structures, forms 

anastomosis around proximal 

femur  

 

Obturator 

artery 

Internal iliac artery in 

pelvic cavity 

 Pelvic cavity via obturator canal Various structures in medial 

thigh region 

- o. externus, pectineus, 

adductors, gracilis, muscles 

 



attached to ischial tuberosity 

(posterior thigh) 

Artery Origin Enters Exit Supplies Other 

Femoral 

artery 

Renamed continuation of 

external iliac artery as it 

passes beneath inguinal 

ligament   

Femoral triangle: 

(ML) F. nerve, 

F. artery, F. vein  

F. artery &  F. vein exit femoral 

triangle and adductor canal via 

adductor hiatus  popliteal fossa 

 f.artery called popliteal artery  

Anterior thigh  Adductor canal: 

passes anterior and 

lateral to medial to 

the vein  

Pulse palpable 2cm 

eblow mid inguinal 

point  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LUMBOSACRAL PLEXUS (other nerves arise from the plexus) 

 Origin Location Divisions  Nerves Passage Passage to lower 

limb 

Supply 

Lumbar 

part 

Anterior 

primary 

rami of 

lumbar 

spinal cord 

S2,3,4,5 

Abdominal 

cavity 

posterior 

wall 

within the 

substance 

of the 

psoas 

major 

muscle  

Anterior  Obturator nerve (L 

2,3,4) 

Medial side of psoas  over alar 

of sacrum  pelvic cavity  

lateral pelvis wall  obturator 

foramen  medial thigh 

Gluteal region & 

greater sciatic 

foramen  lower 

limb  

Medial thigh 

muscle except part 

of Ad. Mag 

Lumbosacral trunk (L 

4,5) 

Medial side of psoas  over alar 

of sacrum  pelvic cavity  

join sacral plexus on pelvic 

cavity posterior wall 

 

Posterior Lateral cutaneous 

nerve of thigh (L 2,3) 

 Lateral thigh 

Femoral nerve (L 

2,3,4) 

Lateral side of psoas  under 

inguinal canal  femoral 

triangle  

Iliopsoas, anterior 

thigh muscle 

Sacral 

part 

Lumbosacral 

trunk and 

anterior 

primary 

rami of 

sacral spinal 

cord S1, 2, 3 

Pelvic 

cavity 

posterior 

wall 

anterior to 

piriformis 

muscle 

Anterior Tibial nerve (L 4,5 | S 

1,2,3) 

Initially joined with common 

peroneal as sciatic nerve 

Part ad mag, 

posterior thigh 

muscle, posterior 

leg muscle, VIFM 

Part of Posterior 

cutaneous nerve of 

thigh (S 1,2) 

 Posterior thigh, 

popliteal fossa 

roof  

Posterior Superior gluteal nerve 

(L 4,5 | S1) 

 G med, G min, 

TFL 

Inferior gluteal nerve 

(L 5 | S1, 2) 

 G max 

Common peroneal 

nerve (L 4,5 | S 1,2) 

Initially joined with tibial nerve 

as sciatic nerve 

Biceps short head 

Part of Posterior 

cutaneous nerve of 

thigh (S 1,2) 

  

 


