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• US Foreign Policy pp 1-24. 
• The United Sates has been a major force in middle eastern politics 

since 1950. 
• Following the Cold War, the USA used is ‘hard power’ tools to further 

its regional agenda in the middle east. 
• Post-9/11 is a very interesting period, America was beginning its war 

on terror with the invasion of Iraq and the hopes of destroying the al-
Qaeda organisation, but Bush stated that is was not a war on Islam. 
However, is that what it ended up becoming? 

• The 3 documents that are examined below seemingly contradict the 
United Kingdom’s regional alliances and influences in the region.  From 
the perspective of the Arab world, these documents are viewed as 
telling the history of Western influence and intervention that spanned 
the 20th century. 

• The colonial period in the Middle fundamentally shaped the political 
systems of the region 

• As the entire region was under Ottoman rule at the time of the 
McMahon correspondence, the letter is nothing more than a vague 
statement of British intent, rather than something that could be 
considered legally binding. 

• The agreements of this time carved up the middle east on the basis of 
the economic and geo-strategic interests of France and the United 
Kingdom.  

• The Balfour Declaration marks the beginning of a political and 
academic struggle for Israeli versus Palestine legitimacy. The 
declaration declared that the land of Palestine would be turned into a 
state for the Jewish population, however the land in question was 
made up by around a 90% Arab population. 

• The declaration however did not compel the British government to 
enorse a specific territorially defined Jewish national home, rather is 
functioned as a statement of support for the existence of a national 
home somewhere in the already hotly contested land of Palestine. 

• With America’s entry into WW1, Woodrow Wilson cemented his entry 
into Middle Eastern Politics.  His ‘Fourteen Point Speech’ in 1918 called 
for peace throughout Europe and argued that the war was a moral 
war. It also represented the American self-determination that became 
apparent with this speech. 
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• There was an incredible amount of tension between France and the UK 
in the post-war period, with the UK duty bound to honour at least 
some portion of its wartime promises.   

• The fall of the Ottoman empire was seen as a opportunity for self-
determination in the Arab world 

• This period was plagued by the uprise of Zionism in the region, which 
went against the proposed autonomy or the new Arab states. 

•  
McMahon- Hussein Agreement 
• During World War 1, both Britain and Germany attempted to gain the 

support of the Arab community with the promise of national 
independence from the Ottomans and to also enlist the support of the 
Zionists. Germany was the first to make proposals 

• This agreement refers to the promise of land by Britain to Hussein of 
Mecca in an attempt to get them to attack Turkey on their behalf. 

 
Sykes-Picot Agreement 
• Agreement between France and England that declared the two 

aforementioned countries would protect and recognise the independent 
Arab states marked on the annexed map 

• This was a proposal should the Allies defeat the Ottoman empire in 
WW1 

• It was divided into future French or British control with several 
conditions about the administration that would be implemented 

•  
The Balfour Declaration 
• This document promised the allocation of the Jewish homeland within 

Palestine 
• Balfour wrote this letter to Lord Rothschild (leader of the British Jewish 

community) and asked him to present it to the Zionist association 
• This was most likely the major reason for the conflict in Israel-

Palestine today as the formation of the Jewish state was promised 
within an Arab state (where 90% of the population was Arab and only 
a small fraction Jewish). 


