
NEUROPSYCHOLOGY 
 
Neuropsychology studies the structure and function of the brain and how they relate 
to specific psychological processes and behaviors. It aims to understand how brain 
functioning influences behavior and cognition and is concerned with the diagnosis 
and treatment of behavioral and cognitive effects of neurological disorders.  

Neuropsychology is a field of knowledge that sits at the intersection of four other 
disciplines, neurology, cognition, clinical psychology, and psychometric studies, and 
integrates their information and approaches to study how brain injuries and diseases 
influence behavior and functioning. Unlike classical neurology, which focuses 
primarily on physiology and classical psychology is largely divorced from it’s 
conclusions, neuropsychology sees the patient as an individual, and integrates their 
personality, experiences and individual differences into the diagnosis. Additionally, it 
is concerned with the rehabilitation of patients, and teaching them how to overcome 
or compensate their brain dysfunction. 
 
Note: Unlike other psychology disciplines, where the individual is referred to as the client, because neuropsychology 
has a basis in medicine, the individual is referred to as the patient. 
 
Neuropsychologists can be employed in a wide variety of settings. Private practice, 
rehabilitation units, hospitals, universities, correctional facilities, etc., are all places 
that employ neuropsychologists. Roles of a Neuropsychologist include:  

• Evaluation and diagnosis, which can include neuropsychological evaluation 
and brain imaging techniques (MRI, PET scans).  

• Rehabilitation, many neuropsychologists assist patients to regain functioning 
after a brain injury, or help them compensate for functioning they may have 
lost. Additionally, neuropsychologists can help people reintegrate society after 
a brain injury, or help them adjust to lifestyle changes they may have to make. 

• Teaching, many neuropsychologists take on teaching roles, like in 
Universities. 

• Research, neuropsychology is an emerging and broad research field. 
• Medico-legal, neuropsychologists are sometimes utilized in legal proceedings 

to evaluate individuals and determine things like, compensation litigation, 
diminished criminal responsibility, or ability to stand trial. 

 
Additionally, neuropsychologists work with a variety of patient populations, some of 
the most common being people with: Traumatic head injury, stroke, brain tumor, 
dementing conditions, learning disabilities, pervasive developmental disorders, ADD, 
seizure disorders, effects of toxic chemicals or chronic substance abuse. 


