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Topic 1 – Development Control Plans (DCP’s) 

Section 4 

- Explain need for DCP’s 

- Discuss standards 

- Discuss model codes such as NSW model codes or AMCORD or a Local 

Development Control Plan 

- Outline issues for multi-unit developments 

- The DCP provides more detail then a LEP 

- DCP’s are made by councils in NSW and Ministers must approve LEP’s 

- DCP’s are flexible 

- DCP’s can be based on a location or a class of development 

- LEP’s set the basis parameters for landuse, zoning and controls land density 

- DCP’s contain detailed standards for development 

- Councils can decide to modify things to go into the LEP’s or DCP’s 

- Important issue in DCp’s is the use of performance standards or prescriptive 

standards 

o Performance standards is the Australian Model Code for Residential 

Development (AMCORD) 

o Prescriptive standards are used as a default 

- NSW uses the Model Codes and provisions allowing for local authority to adopt, 

modify or reject the model. It also allows for leadership by example. 

- These models make it efficient as no basis needs to be reinvented 

- AMORD is a result of extensive research & consultation 

- There is provision for public participation as there is a difference between building 

and engineering codes 

- DCP’s deal with the physical design of the individual development and large complex 

ones 

- “!!” Model Codes can save councils time and money in the preparation of 

Development Control Plans (DCP). AMCORD translates the outcomes of research 

and consultation into standards which can be copied or adopted by councils. 

AMCORD is not mandatory, it does not impede itself upon the autonomy of local 

government in the way that directives from state government can. 

- DCP’s reduce the uncertainty developers have about approvals of a project. It is also 

beneficial to residence as they are made aware of the future characteristics of a 

neighbourhood 

- DCP’s make the approval process more consistent and equal. 

- Developers need a degree of certainty about what other developers will be allowed to 

do. 

- While the extra costs involved might lead to competitive disadvantages. 

- DCP’s can have faults which should be challenged and contested. Regular reviews 

should be part of the planning process 

- A well planned code might not be appropriate in certain areas 
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